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Sri Lanka: an awakening?
The country is facing an unprecedented crisis
but also an unprecedented opportunity

By Sanjayan Rajasingham

First, the crisis. At its simplest, Sri Lanka lacks the mone
needs to buy the things it needs. A few big reasor
structurally, Sri Lanka has had a debiven growth
strategy, but a lot of its expenditure of that debt was c
low-return investments. This worked when Sri Lanka col
access loans at concessionary ratas, became a problem
when it reached middle income status and had to borrc
at commercial rates. Second, Sri Lanka has a problem of
government revenue, exacerbated by President Gotabs
wlk a2l LIl 1alQa RSOA&aA2YyZ AY
anticipaion of a Parliamentary electioq a tax cut that
reduced government revenue by as much as 25%. |
revenue and high debt interest repayments made for
perfect storm, and President Rajapaksa then decided,
April 2021, to introduce an overnight ban ornetnical
FTSNIAEA&ASN®P ¢KAA KIR | &
agricultural output, and meant a loss of foreign exchan
through a fall in cash crop earnings, and through mc
money spent on importing rice. COMDp | Y R
invasion of Ukraine wer¢he final straws. They reducec
income from tourism and increased prices.

(Continues on page3)
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Unmesh: Festival of Expressions
The Gigantic International Literature
FestivaiShimla

By Divya Mathur

Shimla, 16 June 2022. As a part of the 75th An
Mahotsav, the biggest international festival so fa
celebrated literature, art, music and freedom c
expression. It took place against the stunning backdr
of the Himalayan foothill, in the historic Gaiety Theat
on The Mall, under the joint aegis of thdinistry of
Culture and Sahitya Akademi with the support of tt
Department of Art and Cultur8himla.The theatre is
the hub of cultural events; very popular amon
Bollywood stars because several music videos ¢
movies are filmed hereMy stay was arrargd at the
beautiful Li Sa Re hotel on top of a hill with brea
taking viewslnaugurated with a great pomp and sho\
in the presence of State Ministers, Governor, 4:
litterateurs, artists, humanitarians, politicians, TV ar
cinema personalities, publisherand entrepreneurs,
covering 5 generationKudos to the entire team led
by Dr K Shrinivasa Raod Kumar Anupanfor carrying
it through well!

Over the span of -8lays, panel discussions, workshop
readings, talks, debates, book launches, music ¢
dance performances, storytelling, film screenings
exhibitions of books, art & craft took place in 6

languages. It was a privilege (Continues on page 4)
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Editorially Speaking CONTENTS
This is ousummer issu€oming axombinedMay - Augustissue! Sanjayan

Conflence is reaching its 20th year of publication this year. It is inde
a major milestone for a magazine of this kind as many readers wqg
agree. While establishing and running a pedition is not an easy task
its continuity over a long time is often qu&Emable. It is sometimes
considered as a past time hobby by some people. But those who
associated with Confluence as a reader or a writer would certai
recognise the role this little journal is playing within the literary circl
of South Asians. Enm though this is a time for celebration, it has ng
been possible to celebrate our success in a big way, for reasons bey
our control. However, we will be publishing a special 20th annivers
issue this year with special features by inviting our wstand weH
wishers who have been of immense help during the past yeany.
sponsorship towards the publication of this issue will be grea
appreciated.

Since our last issue, there have been several new development:
different parts of the world. Rusan occupation in Ukraine followed by
the western sanctions have caused a major hike in prices of fuel

essential commodities making day to day life for many people in mg
countries a question mark. The @wing economic and political
calamity in Sri bA1 I A& +Ffaz + OFd&AS T4
leadership has proved its ineffectiveness in controlling the situation g
reviving the economy. The dramatic uprising of youth and the way

former president was removed from power was unthinkable un
recently but certainly has proved a step in the right direction. It
waiting to be seen how the new president and the interim governme
will bring back normalcy, stability and unity to this great neighbour
India.

Despite our previous appeals to seadbmissions on time we are stil
experiencingdifficulties in receiving enough submissions, in a time|
manner causing problems in scheduling our issues. Considering t
practical issues we will be making changes to the frequency
publication, in the @iture.

Wishing you all a great summer!
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Confluence is celebrating its 20th year of publication th
year. To mark this milestone, we will be publishing
special 20th anniversary issue this year with speci
features. As space will be limitedauthors who would
like to publish their works in this issue please \te to us

in the first instance.

May-August2022


mailto:confluenceuk@yahoo.com

CONFLUENCE May-August 2022

From page 1 until the 9" of May, but his involvement in failure of the south to protest on behalf of
setting a group of thugs on protesters atTamils when they suffered far worse
Sri Lanka: an awakening? GGG, led to retliatory rioting and attacks economic deprivation and state Vémce
on government MPs and their property, during the civil war. This may be a short
The result is acute, widespread economicand the murder of one MP. This forced himsighted stance by the Tamils, a failure to
pain ¢ and an economy on the verge ofto resign. The president then appointed recognise justice claims that are not their
collapse. Gas and petrol are in short supplyive-time prime minister Ranil own ¢ but in the context, it is an
¢ people queue hours to get them, and the Wickremesinghe to the post. Mr. understandable one.
J2@0SNYYSyYyd R2SayQi Vdkrentesingh& Bicks Yegitiraéyhe b o ~ .
buy them. Powe cuts are at three and a his own constituency in the last election - SuU UKSNbB INB NbBFazya F2NJ f
half hours a day and will increase.and got into Parliament on a bonus seat. Ir¢iVil war between thegovernment and the
Medicines are running out. Soon, foodhis first speech, he painted a bleak pictureliberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE)
items may as well. and made it clear that things would get €nded on the 18 of May 2009, in a bloody

worse before they got better. But will there final push that saw thousands of civilians
Yet the crisis has also led to an opportunityye real change? And was his appointmen{(i"ed because of the actions of both sides.

a remarkable awakening, seen in protest§n exchange for a promise to protect the While the Rajapaksas, who drove that

by citizens that are unprecedented in their Rajapaksas? Both remain to be seen, but a@ilitary campaign, have ins&l on

breadh and depth. Sri Lankans acrosst in answer to the latter, the new Prime Celebrating the 18ra wtAOl2NBE 51&Qs
almost every dividing line have comepinister blocked a motion by the Tamils see it as a day of mourning. This

together, sometimes in their tens of gpposition to censure the President inYear in an unprecedented move, there was

thousands, to demand the removal of Mr pgrliament this week. And if Mr. @n event of mourning and memorialization

Rajapaksa and his famityfour of whom \ickremesinghe does not detr, si KSt R 4 DDDX 2dzid 2LILR&AGS
held prominent positions, including the [FylFQa AyadloAtAade ofgcg.fAfwilligqus%to see the gpdthegy S o

posts of Finance Minister andPrime war differently by some Sinhalese is a big

Minister, until recently. From fisherfolk, to The risk of instability has stoked fearsstep. Could this be the beginning of

garment workers, to university professors,around a second key variable: the military.d 2 YSG KAy 3 Y2 NBK [/ 2dzZ R { N&
to healthcare workers, to everyday citizensFor some time now, there have been fearsdead to a generation of Sri Lankans of all

¢ the call for the Rajapaksas to go, to bethat an economic collapse will be used bybackgrounds who are willing to interrogate

held accountable, and for a change to theeither President Rajapaksa or byhet the deeper divisions and fault lines in Sri

system, has been resounding. military itself to launch a coup. From the Lankan society?

start of his tenure in 2019, President
Paticularly striking is the permanent Rajapaksa promoted the military as theThe future of Sri Lanka is unclear, and

protest site set up at the seafront most efficient and disciplined institution in things are unlikely to get better any time

promenade, Galle Face, just opposite the the country. He made sure that serving orS00n. However, history, it is said, does not
officers _became minjsty MOVe in a straight line, but zigs and zags.
;F(-,ff ) &R Perhaps, then, Sri Lanka still has an
fhe forth 4d the east,"the Ps, ,

t NBAARSY (G Qs 2FTFAOS S Ay,

rme

Ay < - secredries, |n
LINBGSad2NE O t t gamai - i\ |'S dlice the' piblic, cultivate OPPOMuNty in the midst othis crisis.
[ § o b B AG Aa

YShyad WoAtTl3sQ Ay In%i nd opera hotels.AftIeDr eDc§1em|caa}

now I.<r.10wn, has grown beyd all fertilizer fiasco, President Rajapaksa
recognition. Lawyers have set up a legal a'?_JNE YiasR GKF G GKS |

clinic. Citizens have opened up a library . . L .

. farmers implement his misguided policy.
There are regular impromptu speeches,when the militarvA 3 Y I RS @2
drama and songs targeting a failed political % XG0 Ay ;y I dZ[E ay T2
aeausyo .,.EQYS , %UI'N it 'r{'thepéﬁtﬁc§§y§fgm§|iges 4 " Thailand
L yroSNEAGe0s  srdk  NBFd FNF PELE S Plzse 1 " Thailand and a
! . . N hem "to turn 'to phe mihlfary for "7 ' f
nagent civic awakening. By all accounts lutions. This is what hapoened in ol | 1 doctoral student
GGG is a remarkable space. Women as w ' PP at Yale Law School, USA. He was

as men lead discussions and protests hailand and Myanmar. Sti Lanka might ye% | lect in | h
p g0 down that dark path. ormerly a lecturer in law at the

Marginalised groups, whether Muslims, University of Jaffna. His dissertation
Tamils, LGBT persons, or workilass |n the midst of all this, a final question: will looks at constitutional law in

individuals ¢ all have an opportunity t0 these protests lead to a genuine CiViCBudmist-majority states. with a focus

speak and be heardror some, GGG is not agwakening? It still could. Up to now, GGG ,
protest seeking a solution it is a solution,  for || its creativity and potential, had done
a lived community demonstrating what a¢ x Gt & G2 OKIFff § vy 389 BRIBNIEST WQKJ% v{ NW yOISY kA& |
different Sri Lanka can look like. fundamental problems: a SinhaBiddhist there has been some progress in the

extremist nationalism that sees the country political situation as Rajapaksa family have

Where will Sri Lanka go next? This depends . . .
g PEN®s belonging to the Sinhalese Buddhistsheen removed from power and the former

on three things: the fate of the Rajapaksas;, , - : A « A x o x M . . A
AUK | ff 2ZUKSNA | ! -
the role of the militay; and the evolution gAuR Tt Y . ! 2 ﬁré;@_@nuhasTﬂgd Flﬁ@&&ﬁtMﬁ Mg LI FOS
of protests in a multireligious country; and a serious administration is in charge for now.
' NBEFt SOUA2y 2y UKS NR2ZPSE@ENZR SA (kB { NI diyliNklo@a
First, will Gotabaya go? For now, he seem§Vil war and class conflicthie may be why economic situatioris still threatening the
to be digging his heels in. His brotherMOSt people in the North and Easmostly 02 dzy G NEQa &Gl oAf Ale ®
Mahinda Rajapaksa was Prime Minister! @Mils, as well as Muslingsstayed aloof.
They feel a deep cynicism, borne of the

ea
Sanjayan
5 2 dRRFASINGHaR ¢ 1,8
visiting researcher
Yia S Thammasat
0 QY | Yriversify,S LIS2LX S

on Sri Lanka and Thailand.
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From mge 1
Unmesh: Festival of
Expressions

to be invited to participate in a

session on Indian Diaspor

Literary Expressions, along with

Vijay Seshadri, Chitra Divakarni

Manjula Padnabhan (USA) Abha

K (Madagascar), Anju Ranja

(South Africa), Sunetra Gupta (U

and Dr Pushpita Awasthi =
(Netherlands).

“Women's Writings in
Indian Languages”

18 June 2022 | Viceroy Auditorium | 1230 po, - 1.3 pn. | 60 Minates 0

My theme focused on Indian

Diaspora writers. As Caia¢ C. of

the University of California has

put it, 'A word written by a

woman changes the story of the

world; Modifies the official or

official version. Its relevance is

timeless. Women's rights remain =)
problem even today and writers o
themselves have a heg \
responsibility in this fight. This iS¢ ¥,

the reason why | have always| A MRI

L5577 y58

e, <
e

Trg,
N

given preference to women [‘dia FEA i’f‘f"'-
writers in the editing of my books. [Fi 1299 roon 20 sinue.
The movement has made| =

b —
X ‘e
'

considerable progress in the five|:
decades since 'Womehnb'. In

her foreword to ny greatest story
collection yet - Ik Safar Saath
{FHFGKQ 0! 22dz
Professor Francesca Orsini sa
GKFd WeKNRdAAK
can get to know the concerns and
narrative style of the writers, as
well as what the first generation
5AF&4LRNF 62YSy

feel. It presents a constructive
history of diaspora life, which has
been carved by women who have
gone through struggles, hence its| !
authenticity is beyond doubt. @

HUKUNDAKAN

It was impossible for anyone to
attend more than 3 to 4 sessions [T
a day, besides the perforntz at 7
pm daily. Shimla resonated withf~

Gul zar6s ghazal Vi shal Bhar dwaj
and Prasoon Jos 06s songs, dance
dramas by Sonal Mansingh,
Kacheri by P Jai, Nagada by

Dastae-Karn
Bhakti

Nathulal Solanki,
by Mahmood Farooqw

more.

The Sessions on Literature
Cinema, Indian Writing, Tribal
Writing, LGBTQ Writers, Media
and Literature, Folklore, Bhakti

Satish  Alekar,
Surya Prasad Dixit,

Laxmishankar Bajpayi,
Maneesha Kulshreshth, Anant
Vijay, Ravi Tekchandani, etc.,
alongside young writers from

various Indian states.

Vishnu Dutt,

Many sessions of multi lingual
story as well as poetry
readings by eminent authors
alongside their four

generations  was  heart

warming. Sessions on Uniting
Cultures through Translation,
Why do | Write, the Northeast
connection, World Classics
and Indian Readers, Future of

Poetry, Why | write, Indian
Literature in Foreign
Languages, Transcending

Barriers through Translation,
specially Literature & Women

Empowerment, which
included eminent authors
Thamizhachi Thangapandiyan,
Manju  Jaidka, Paramita
Satpathy and Sanjukta
Dasgupta.

The session on Women's
Writing in Irdian Languages
with Geetajalishree, Dr
Mridula Garg and Varsha
Adlaja was worth attending.
Many agreed in the audience
with  Mridula when she
expressed her unhappiness
over the subject itselt; why

aK2dz R 62YSyQa & N G Ay
dealt separately.

Hon'ble Goveror of Kerala

Sri Arif Mohammad Khan

OKIFANBR G(KS asSaarzy

the Faith: Bhakti Literature in
India, it was overcrowded.
Local artists saving the folk
culture related to Pin Valley
of Lahaul Spiti district in
Himachal Pradesh, celebrated
the Legacy: D@gission on The
Saga of Indian Folklore.

Founder of

Vatayan
UK, Divya
Mathur is
an eminent
and award

Literature and Cultural Integration through Kambar, Namita Gokhale, Arif MohammadW'””'”g author, translator and impresario.

Translation etc were brilliant, the eminent Khan, Pratyush Guleri, Hoshang MerchamDurlng the
writers and  celebrities
Paranjpe, Anamika, Deepti Naval,
Hayes, Daniel Negers,

LindaHoskote, Leeladhar Mandloi, Arun Kamal!memat'onal
ChandrashekhéBaldevbhai Sharma, Bdhinath Mishra,

Lockdown, she has set an

included  Sai Sjtanshu Yashchandra, Vishwas Patil, Ran}ff‘eq“aled record by organizing over D1

events in which eminent

authors from all over the world participate.

May-August2022
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Dalit Writings: Emerging Perspectives
An Anthology for 2 century
Editors: Santosh Gupta and Bandana Chakrabarty
Reviewed ly Vijaya Singh
Dalit writings: Emerging perspectivesi KSYS 2 F wl 2 Y dzY | NIE019%osskolv the edmpatkedic poie diisvS NI

(Rawat: 2022) is an editl volume of essays LY RA | Y & ¢ @

by Santosh Gupta and Bandana Chakrabartgcholar of Rlit Studies, goes into a detailed S & & | & =
both weltkknown academics in the field of history of the word Dalit, Dalit literature,

Y dzY | NEnowmws K& a ho&Dalit writér§ tKf2 6 K | t

{KAYRSQa
62YSyQa @2AcC
SYFyOALN GA2Yy

as5ktAd
@2 Ol 6dzf I NB 2F

English Literary Studies with many books teand Dalit tradition in Gujarat. He engagesengagement with Dalit women writers as

their credit. Rawat publishers based in Jaipuwith issues of caste, class and power inJyoti
W2 BRukhEma Antihéré | HgeraBanshde, (Unila

inDdz2 I NI GA &g NRGSNI
novel Angaliyat (1986).

have made a name for themselves

publishing high quality ademic books on breaking He

Lanjewar, Meena  Kandasamy,

Pawar, and Baby Kamlbe. Theitings of

various subjects. This anthology is a finehighlights the diférence between Gandhian these women are statements of resistance

example of their publishing quality. The
cover design of the book too is very
attractive and immediately draws you in.

Dalit
Writings

Emerging Perspectives

Of late, Dalit Studies has gained tremendou
traction in critical discourse.There are
multiple reasons for this rise in prominence;
the most significant being the force with
which Dalit social and political consciousnes
has pushed back against upper castg
hegemony. As also the fact that the writings}
and thoughts of Bhim Rao Ambe, the
preeminent thinker, writer and architect of
the Indian constitution have not only spread
far and wide but have gained recognition
worldwide and are a dominant force guiding
the creative and critical impulses of Dalit
and other progressive writerghinkers and
artists.

The anthology, Dalit writings is an
acknowledgment of this shift in perspective
that began tentatively in the late nineteenth
century with the effort and writings of
Jyotiba Phule and his wife, Savitri Bai Phuld
and came to be a posvful force in the 21

Editot

century. The anthology presents a collection?"d Ambedekarite approach to the problem  § g | v LI RI Q&

against both external casteist mindset and
internal patriarchal mindset. Dalit women
poets and writers Shinde says suffer the
double bind of caste and patriarchy and
struggle twice as hard to be heard.

Madhuri Chaterjee too looks at the well
known Bengali woman poet Kalyani Thakur

/ KIENF fQa | dzi20A23aNI LK@
2dz2i GKS LI dKz2a 27
struggle for survival and recognition in
Bengal and elsewhere. In fact, in the book
there is a detiled interview with Charal
conducted by Jaydeep Sarangi and Bidisha
Pal. The interview brings to attention the life
YR NBlFazya T2NJ /KFENIfQa 4|
NEFtSOGAya 2y KSNI tAFS LRAY
GNRAGSa a2 GKFG aKS OFy LINRGS
exercse of purgation for her much like the

idea of catharsis in Aristotle.

FYR
atddd O

Yet another essay that deals with Dalit
writings in Bengali literature is Bandana
/ KF{NrolNlieQa 2y GKS
Bengal. She explores the alternative
aesthetics and lives ofthis community in

0 2 8utvivag T

TAAKAY

aK2 NI ¢

of essays that address a wide variety ofof €quality. Gandhian idea of reforming anq other stories: Bangla Dalit fictio8he is

issues on caste, class, gender, literature an

aesthetics from different periods in various ONR G Alj dzSR

Ay

gaste society through a change of heart i
al Ogty

Ssurprised_that it togk so long for Dalit

Rfting¥ 18 &here inlBéngafti&ngudge, B2rf

national languages as Marathi, Gujarati,SUch an approach failed the Vankarihough Bengal has had a rich tradition of

and other

Tamil, Telugy Hindi and Bengali. Dalit cOmmunity
representation in literary forms as communities.
autobiography, novel, short story, prose andThis criti
poetry are examined to highlight the 5| 548 520A ¢
institutionalized oppression and violence of 4,0 Hindu community are als
caste and its numerous modes of socialgyntosh Gupta in her ess
discrimination, ostracismand exploitation. | ¢ | 1 | K Q&
It also highlights the revolutionary force of provocative writer by some maingam
Dalit voices calling out for dignity and self
respect to all of humanity.

There are a total of twentyfour essays i
tKAa @2tdzySe ¢KS

FROUKI I Qs 1 P23 8d2 2 Y Ik
OKNRdzAK SELISNK Syid&: g NB LI

AR5 @aty 3K S

downtrodden eading, writingand publishing since the

nineteenth century.

que of Gandhi and otAher UPPET ysha Bande, Mini Nanda, Charu_ Mathur,
NB F 2 NY G¥B Bhatid, Rl TavdaF alNRdsgndy A ¥ 3
0 taken up by 5cademics and scholars along with other
ay on Kanchdyiters have written dee

GNRGAYIEAD kil Kesshyd

Y2ai

Wl A B 1

pertinent quegions regarding Dalit writings.

academics for the simple reason that he

deconstructs Hindu myths and religion andThis is a book that any serious scholar of

n shines light on its many dark patches.caste would not wish to ignore. A book
mﬁly recominéndet! ferCagyoneswid seeky 3 a Y

W2 undeStidd the Adédatksy drourid &thel Yy A Y

academic Jasbir Jain begins by asking depth study of his scimitar like prose andquestion of caste in Indian literature.

pertinent question, what does it mean to
write through experience and how is to be

writing mediated through experience an
writing mediated through empathy. This is ¢ . .
one of the most vexed questions pertaining iNdependence from Hindu philosophled
to representation. Who speaks for whol

fiction. She offers a critique of his work by
guestioning his claims of the inability of .
evaluated? She makes a distinction betweerl1indus to handle dissent, revision or review
g of their religious assumptions. She however
agrees with him that gaining epistemological

Vijaya  Singh  teaches
Erglish Literature at Post
Graduate Government
College Sector 11,
Chandigarh. She was a

m> the Dalit thinker and writer to seek self Fulbright Fellow at NYU and a Fellow at

respect, self assertion and dignity. She has|IAS, Shimla. She has published two books:

This theme of writing from an intimate | y2 G KSNJ S&a&l &
experience of caste oppressionis alsothe ¥ NESR2 Y ¢ AY

Ay
6 KAOK

0 K Sirsp1AsAntt & bobi® df pobrils (BRf NP K F2 NJ

I_éea\b'ESCrosfsiﬁg.2 ﬁzaﬁway |'J(Shrne)2 AnUindi

I I NR KI NI Vitade bgtan@ SHe Jide Chema(2017).
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PROFILE

Malathy Sitaram
An English teacher turned magazine editor
by Subhash Chandra

The contributors to LYy KSNJ 26y 62NRax a'a | OKAtR L gt
London based growing up years, | devoured books of all kiad&ction as well

Confluence: South as nonfiction ¢ for enjoymentg R 1y 246f SRAIS® b2g L R2
Asian Perspectives- as much, because the Confluence writers fill the gap! Editing

acclaimed for the has become my passion and it keeps the brain ticking.

quality and diversity of
its contents since 2002 | am lucky to have been editing the magazine for so many

¢ know Malathy @S NBEX 2K2S@OSN) (K2dAKIYSKBYEL WBRR A
Sitaram, as one of the 0 S SRAGAY3I 62Ny a FNRBY RA&dGIyd O2dzy il
Editors and columnist R ~ )

with many firsts to her I SNJ O2f dzvysz WalflfuKéQa adzzaAy3aaQ Ay
creditt she was the butllearnt by serendipity (I was looking for my short story) that

first Asian teacher of 8 KS Aa I ONBFGABS GNRUESNI G220 | SNJ
English in  Wiltshire (Confluence August 2015- print edition) is a wistful, touching

schools in England, the tale! She did not pursue creative writing, as the rigours of

REY

first Asian to be appointed to the Swindon Bench of Justices 8liting claimed all of her.

the Peace, and also therdt Magistrate in Englando be ] ) o o ]
appointed to serve the new Sentencing Guidelines Committe%nd to cap it all, she possesses journalistic abilities, as is borne

under the Chairmanship of the Lord Chief Justice from 2004 g4t Py the jawdropping interview-- ¥ C I UICBS & lofOMr<
2010*. - Indira Gandhi she conducted in 1978, when the former was out

of power, postEmergency

electoral defeat. (Confluence,
November 2015¢ print). The

sharp and loaded questions and
the politically astute and

thoughtful answers make the
interview gripping read besides
being of great historical value.
The accompanying pic shows
two sharpfeatured ladies with

razorsharp intellects sparring,
and each holding her ground.

However there is more to her, =
and many, | tend to think, would | 4
like to know more about the §
shy, retiring, Malathy: her
family, childhood, background,
FyR KSNJ f ATSQa
joined Confluence seven years
ago.

After her birth in Delhi, her
parents moved to Bombay
where her father had got posted R i
as a civil servant. Malathy and ta 65 1yz2géz albtlhuKeQa .
her sistersattended a convent school, which they loved. Theyneticulous and no linguistic infelicity structural glitch passes )
fared very well, and went on to study in Elphinstone College # KNB dZ3K KSNJ FAYyS SRAG2NDRE O02Yo® | S
Bombay from where Malathy took a B.An Philosophy and Often staccato and, therefore, she sometimes comes across as
French Later she also obtained M.Ed. from Bristol University. Tude, even irked. But | discovered over time that she is a cool

and thorough professional, harbouring nortideelings against
She comes from a stinguished South Indian family: father heldanyone.
a high position in the government of the day and her mother
was the first Tamil woman to be enrolled for a chemistry degreBerhaps, other contributors would also like to share their
at Madras university in South India. She was remarkabfyPeriences with Malathy.
modern, spoke immaculate Ergjliand was activelyvolved in
social welfare work. According to Malathy, reading was their
FrYAteQa FlL@2dNAGS LI &AGAYS |y
have their noses in books.

*Based on inputs from Malathy, and my
(esCieng i) hepoyel ey N 2 v & 4 2 dzt R

Dr Subhash Chandra,former Professor of

. o . . English, DelhiUniversty, has published two
After her marriage, she moved to Britain with her husband in g . ersty P
short stories collections, Notlust Another Story,

the seventies Her only child, a daughteAnya was one of the and Beyond theCanopy of Icicles,about sixty

first Asian television news reporters In the UK. short storiesin journals, 4 books of criticism and sevenasearch
articles.
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Never Judge a Book by Its Covefwo Monologues

by Anjana Sen
hK Ydzys GKA& Ad a2 6SANRZ
G18EE2K I AZ AGQa YRKSNBQA (KAA Mo Relas@aRy3 2p&Hi dRf 1SR Ayo | &
Yeah, sorry, it took longer than | thought.& 2 dzZ & KSQ& 320 YSilshspidioist 2 3SNJ KSNJ FI 0Sz | yR
LO@S 2adzad 320 Ay {2purpléShail NhahkiGod guRtwdikederl ¢§B@E Gf & Ydzys &2dz (y26 LQ
GNFAY A&z dzyYs f SdwenriBforali$hétx c ompd {2RNLYI GAO® |1 S04 320G G(KA& oc
should be home by 6.45. LQY y2i( 0SAy3 2dzR3IBKA OKdzK S0y SR Ny FINERE © | ¢
Yup, dinner at 7 sounds fine. i2RFe® {KSQtf 65 | (k¥ |WEZY ENE HdASALP OF yQl KS

LQtt 2dzaid ySSR | YA PhAGdIdANR(RKER LIAYSinglf BKa 2dzY LAy 3 G2

damy o60Sftd 2FFZ AlGQa QA OiAdear 2ySabr  goodeithe & KYSRQ &2 KGO IYidiYAye = KSQa 320 (K7
,SEFK @8SFKI L 1y2¢ 3 phoieQfédrtivefy? hidd \gRing 2ndey theSeahingrubder his shirt.

dzi K2y Saidfe {KeI BKREYRIIGKAYFSad DR UnAKZ2 LIKAYRSES Qu2 i & Wi HNIR
dzLJ s AGK GKAA YdzOK fIngyWalledNIP LGQE y20 |jdAKSYy2 3a06KAALISNELOE KSQa al
discreet as Dr Ireland said itwouldbe. D22 R aKSQa fSF@Ay3Imelft GKSasS &@SINER FyR L

Oh, | agree, it does help, it has helpedstill feel uncomfortable around these What should | do?

But the physio ws saying that | was types. | can see it mum, under $ishirt, it is sort

making great progress. Maybe | can ask K= GKSNB Q& Y& (NI dhstickhg oot tileFainkeyhémber® S f 2 @S

the surgery tomorrow if | can wear it @ 2dzZ &4SS @&2dz a22y®él SQa dGFfl1Ay3a Ay | F2NBAIY
around the house. Not outdoors, you & | SHi n@um, surprise! FYyR LQY adz2NB AdGa ! N; 6AO 2N
know. Classes finished early today, so | thoughMummy, he looks like the Manchester

h1Z 0Fo6lFX L LINPYAAS QROY I WR(G dAR L ¢ ¥ A @ X (banblt Mihad shéuld 2d6? (2 Y2 NNB § ¢

tennis till the back is completely healed. Yeah, the train from Dundee got in ah { Z LQ@S Y2@0SR lgle& y24652
Oh, hey listen, you know thdtying pan while ago, | ran from Queen Street tocoming in anyway.

282dzQ@S 0SSy SéSAy3 Cénfial Hut misSdd Imy Raknedtion dy aDh rhuz KSQa F2ff26Ay3 YSd wj
was on sale this afternoon, and | picked itd KA &1 SN b2¢g LQY 2ymedKS codmpd

dzLJr gK2Qa | INBLF G KwizdocnyyBu génderat WHitkckaigs, h 1= 212 LQff &LISFK1 G2 GKS
Stuffed it into my laptop bag, yup it fit, L S 483X AdQa N} AyAgmdightheeR L R2y Qi 6l yiG G2
just about. mess my hair. Thank you. {dre 2y GKS tAySI Ydzryeé o¢
52yQli 62NNBX 0ol z9E@XSy 2y ROINNGAHMEIR 2/G € Fad yAIKGZ 22dQf f
Yé ol Ol o LQ@Gk inFreri.  (0KSS NMIO| WdzYs AGQa E£ALS b, Al AETcasA LAY O

= Anjana started writing

Cabout four years ago. A
few early awards gave
her the confidence sh <

needed, in her miei'§ NDAY3®

) fifties. Now she fas seen

her work, mostly short stories and : s oA

Like we used to carry Ricky around ina dzi RIFIR gAff KIG$ KAY AdQa
slingy when he was a baby, remember? only temporary, ok?
LYF3AYST GKIG 6+ & SedousBriumNi always asks ne whea
feel so old, do you. LQY 3J2Ay3 G2 3Sd a
Yeah right, just the back, but that wasHe should come and see some of th

tennis, Shaila, not old age that did theother students.

back in. L dKAY1l LQY 32Ay13 blished i . fg Md dGKS
{23 4 é&ldiir@ratodaly? Yup, | am Union mum. Oh, | know you would, but zﬁtehn;i;gig: kf)tr? onllirr]1e n;sga}:r;)er;t a}n

quite hungry, between the meeting and seriously, | need my own cash, dad an\1arch 202'2 she won the Dorc;thy

the physio, | just managed to grab a weeyou do so mug already. ! ] :

DNBI0E LAS® CAySs L ly2é &2d0R Dunbar Rosebowl, the First Prize for Qi KS

Poetry for the Scottish Association é
Writers. Anjana lives in Sct#nd and
spends as much time as she can in
[+ fOdziidl ©Q

L GKAY]l LQff &Al RAsehEZloli KSNBQa adAff
minutes till the train comes in.
(Switching to Bengali)

ISSN: 26334704

ONFLUENC

SOUTH ASIAN PERSPECTIVES

May-August2022 7



CONFLUENCE May-August 2022

NARMADE*

Lakshmi Kannan

You sit so well on the Tamil tongue
that takes your name, Narmada
before any of the other rivers.

Is it because you mark the boundary
between North and South India
a divide that people cannot, will not, forget?

2dzQNBE Ay @21 SR FTANRIG

when your devotees bathe, chanting

Narmade, Sindhu, Kaveri, Godavari,

Sarasvati, Gange, Yamune caiva
jale (a)smin sannidhim kuru,

to bestow your divinity on the waters.
2dzQNB GNHzS G2 @&2dz yIYSs RS
Whatever is made with your waters
tastes like the food prepared by Nala

*Narmada, considered to be one of the oldest rivers of India, forms the traditional boundary betwg
North India and South I ndia. Naranada in Sans

Devotees, when they take their morning bath, chargltien SanskritGange ce Yamune caiva,
Godavari, Sarasvati, Narmade, Sindhu, Kaveri Jale (a)samidhim kuruinvoking the rivers to bestow
their divinity on the waters.

! Nala, in the epic Mhabharata, is known for his culinary skill. He wrote the-Bxstr book on cookery

GAGE SR Wt 1 FREFENLI VI YPQ

! E Lakshmi Kannan is a bilingual writer, also known by her Tamil pen-name ‘Kaaveri’. Her
recent publications include Wooden Cow (2021), her translation of the iconic Tamil writer

T Janakiraman’s novel Marappasu, for his Centenary Celebrations, Sipping the Jasmine

Moon, Poems (2019) and The Glass Bead Curtain, a novel {2020, c2016).
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THINKING OF MY MOTHER ah ¢l 9wQ{ 5!
by Shanta Acharya

5

I last saw my mother in person in Decemberin the eyes of the world, she had beenrichlya I Q& A y (i SNB & (ind hefilth k@ YS 2 LI (K@

2019 just before COVID entered our livesblessed. In reality, blessings usually coméier to write a book about common ailments
Thanks to the new technology, we are abledisguised. Her life was spent fulfilling thethat benefit from and respond well to
to talk frequently. When | wished her on endless demands of her extended family.homeopathy. As children we were treated
a2iKSNR& 5F&3z ¢KAOK Céokirg inQidseSdaylinioBed a khala, Gdt &ll sorts of utterly inconvenient and
UK on 27 March 2022, she laughed and saittaditional wood or coal fired stex Then disabling, albeit minor, health conditions
it was just another day.Ma lives in came ones for kerosene until the arrival ofwith magic potions of homeopathy. Viibut
Bhubaneswar, in India. She is the onlygas (LPG in glossy red cylinders delivered ay mother passing on her knowledge and
surviving person | have been having regulahome) decades later. Washing clothesencouraging me to treat myself, | would not
conversations with sce | was born. That is meant drawing Water out of the tube well in have survived living on my own in London. |
a great privilege. : saved myself a lot of time and energy
bypassing the bureaucracy of the National
Health Service for minor ailments. | still
discuss with Ma which homeopathic
medicine would be most suitable for
treating a sore throat, tiredness or a
crippling pain. What we owe our parents we
keep discovering over the years.

My motherwas born just days after the [
Government of India Act 1935 recelved-s
Royal Assent. Her parents named her j‘ =4
Rashmi, the first rays of the sun. Before her

first birthday, her father wasappointed =
Deputy Colletor in Orissaa newly created ‘
state whose ancient heritage is cited in the
Mahabharata When Ma was five Gandhiji =
started Satyagraha, teaching the nation to ;‘“_
be true, fair, and free. Loneliness came td
stay when her mother died in childbirth. Ma
was not aqlite seven, unprepared for the

It has been a blessing to have a mother who
believed in being betterrad doing her best
for the family¢ she cooked and cleaned, did
many things that have been outsourced
these days, not always for the benefit of the
many trials of life to come, when she was outsourcers. The concept of takeaways or
half-orphaned. The world had been eating out, for example, never existed. | still
changing faster than she could comprehend 4 With Ma prefer to cook thanget takeaways. Though

even | cannot bear the thought of having to
Left with four young children my the house as water supply via taps was aigok every day. Having lost her mother, Ma

grandfather never remarried. He did not best unreliableOur lives could rohave gnew the value of what she had lost. She
think it would be fair to his chdren if their been more differentca I Q& I YR Yida¥ tBe for Rareiildren and that including
stepmother did not love them. Nor did he one thing was commorg neither of Us providing them with nourishing meals,
think itAfair to expect a woman to care forvwanAted Life the WayAit turned out. What we freshly cooked everyay.
az2yYysSz2zysS SfasSQa OKAf Radof thangeK SW8 2Znjugtd adcepty | y
of rare integrity, unable to bend to the acknowledge that life itself is a gift and we Ma was strong and brave enough to survive
unreasonable demands of his superiors, henave to make the most of it. the loss of her mother, albeit with help from
was repeatedly transferred fromne posting her father who was a pillar of strength. As |
to another. It was difficult for him to provide Ma continued with herstudies after her \yrite this | cannot imagine how | would have
a stable home for his childreinable to children grew up and ampleted her syrvived without my mother or how my life
take care of four children, three of whom -  OKSt 2 NDR& RSINBSE FlurRAd tribd dutf | dfadthisve MaK A £ S
were girls, he had no choice but to marry offlooking after the family. Never realized at; v2 §KSNJ A& 2y &Thigkiig f A TSQa
his daughters far too young. the time what a remarkable achievement of mothers with love, respect, and immense

that was. Now | know the true depth of her agmiration for the things they do all their
Ma was twelve by the time India brekree accomplishment, her willingness take on  jives without expecting anything in
from her yoke, stretched her arms andchallenges under the most trying retyrn. Feeling blessed to have a mother.
yawned in peace after centuries of not beingcircumstances, | find it inspirational. Apart

able to breathe. The young nation was leftfrom being an amazing and beautiful person, Born and educated in India,
to heal, face her tormented past, limbs Ma was a gifted writer in Odia. Her articles, Shanta Acharya won a
severed in the bloody fields of Partition. essays, short stories, and poems were scholarship to Oxford and
Married before she turned fourteen, itags a published in Odia newspapers such as the was among the first batch of
shock to adopt a completely new way of life. Samaj and Prajatantra. She was invited t women admitted to

Before Ma learnt how to turn herself inside contribute to programmes on social, Worcester College, where

out, her eldest son was born, the year IndiaS 8 LISOAF f t @8 62YSy Qa3 she was awarded the DPhil. She wasla wl RA 2
became a Sovereign Democratic Republidn Cuttack. Later in life, she published &Visiting Scholar in the Department of
My mother was selfaught in just about collection of poems as well as a book o English and American Literature and
everything ¢ from cooking to yoga and short stories. However, she neverLanguages at Harvard Urwsity before
homeopathy. By eighteen, a mother of two, considered heself a professional writer. | moving to London to work in the City. A
a son and daughter, nothing surprised herhave imbibed her idealism. Surely, being ipoet, scholar, literary critic, novelist and a
anymore ¢ not the conquest of Mount writer is a vocation, not a professioBhe financial specialist in asset management,
9@SNBad 2N aNBR t Iy Rtodfouad thepditcs ¢t upliShing &tdily she is the author of twelve books.
UN. Before she could gather herself, twodisillusioning and destructive to the very www.shantaacharya.com

more sons greeted her within a few years ofessence of creation.

each otfer.
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Book review

A New Opening into Bhagavad Gita:
How to Make Life a Joyous Journey?

by K Parameswaran
(Disciple of Sri Aurobindo and Divine Mother)

Bhagavad Gita is one of the most popularepeatandmemorize method though ¢ KSANJ { 2f dziA2yaQ YS&aYSNAI §
spiritual scriptures of India. Ancient in itswith certain rare exceptions. Thisti KS | dzii K2 Nna OF L} OAdGe (2
origin, it has always had a worldwide conventional method is beneficial. deep inner experiences and operations of
appeal because of its universal chater |1 2 3 S @S NE 02y a A RSNAhUAan memdry @rid middLIXeNJottiedzl €
and practical spirituality applicable to power that assimilates various life L2 NIA2y Wl 2¢ hdz2NJ aSY2NE 22
daily life. Many have researched, written experiences  ath  aspirations, this LF $SQ aK2¢a GKS I dziK2NRa Ay
and spoken about what Sri Krishna taughtonventional method has its ownf AFS Ay 3ISYySNI T sKAES Wi
Arjuna in his hour of crisis on the limitations too. The author carefully ! wAIKGEG {GF3SQ |yR Wal yl:
battlefield of Mahabharata. However, explains these limitations in the 1st! RK&l &l aQ &K2g G(KS I dzi K2 N
how many have explained and written chapter, along with all the other explain all the nuances of this journey
I 6 2 dzi WK 2%YOS Y a1 2NN Wikitdsshy Background information aboutand her intimate wish that an aspirant
teachings so that they can be applied orGita and its study. The 4 illustrations fromwould memorize the stire Gita, or, give
utilised naturally and spontaneously onl dzii K 2 Nel3énal L@ on how a try for memorizing at least one or two
GKS oFiGGt STASER 2 memofizdti®rhielped2hérytidever AaldS @épular verses with the help of this book.
situations? win certain situations, followed by the

HYR OKIF LIGSNI wae ({ (Conidering rthe, gvide niange v ef
An accomplished author, poet, speakerp x i o5 | NB KA IKf & Rrgﬁ%gme,\lﬁegﬂqs the ,\@utnory ge§y 8 {2

(damickpublications@gmail.com, +91
9999212301, Delhi) this book is
comprised of 9 chaprs and 3
appendices. The author herself had
memorized the entire Gita (700 Sanskrit
verses with meaning) in a span of 2 and
half years and was later teaching others
to follow her techniques for about 3
years, before she brought this book to
completion. h this way, this book is an
2NAIAYILE SNARGAY3I ol
story, research and practideased
experience.

A Seif-Help Practical

and trainer of Bhagavad Gita and spokefnemorize anything of their choice! dedicated last 4 chapters 0 (12 Wwmn
Sanskrit, Ms Ojasi Sukhatankar,ash Clva FYR vdzAaOl ¢ALA F2N a
ONRdzIK{G 2dzi | dzyAlj d2 -3 2V IG2RENRAY I GKS { GNHzOG dzNB
Memorize Bhagavad Gita Happily, R WDdzZA RSt Ay Sa 2y t NB y dzy OA |
Quickly, Creatively?: A Séllp Practical g k WI RRAGAZ2YIf DdARStAySaQo |
9ESNDAES . 221Q0 t dJE [ P—— O\ teacher, the author has taken care to give
Publications % Bhagavad Gita diagrammatic representations to all what

W

1 ( Happily, Quickly, Creatively? : . N “ A= A 5 ~
,ﬁ AKS Kla SELXFAYSR 1a I+ w
- WRAAOALIX Ay Sof s@that tNeS Y2 NA T | (i
aspirants can come back and quickly refer
to these diagrams and understand how
far they have come up in their journey of
memorizing Gita.

elis peae

As said, the book advocates that Sri
YNRAKY Il Q& i8S OKAYy3a I NB
spiritualisation of our selfand our life,
2apgd the key to do so is memorization of
Gita, and not alone its chanting or study.
Written for people of all continents and

Cover page design: S. L. Aditys  generations, cultures and religions,
WaSY2NATAYy3I DAGE Aa F 22dz2NYyS@ 62 NI K stufehts, youth and elders, the book in its

the efforts. This book is a completeThe 3rd, 4th and 5th ¢hLJG S NB = Wt s%‘léctgrg I%Ye a d¥c0ntent standgp to

inoss who never taughtimutingup & STENRTE G2y 0z wsa dBATIAY S/ .sbt adv%faﬁ f 3.2 6 SR
9 9UP o N3 aSYeNRTFGAZ2YQ

this journey, and also for those who _ . . . M I Foun e en
1S Journey aSiKkzRa 27 aSYZNJ\IIE E‘ eYI
might be very near to the goglthe goal G obal eace Inltla ive of Women, Ne
. . ) crux of the book. Here, a memorizing
of memorizing it entirely as well as York; and the author by Her Holiness

. i | il . .
perfectly ¢ but may be stuck midway due aspirant gets wefformulated, detailed Samananda Saraswati Swamini (GuruMa),

. ; rocess both in concept and practical .
to some or other reason. This book is alsd. ethodoR 38 & / SNIF Ay AL JQSﬁH}a,;\iaés{)ag Asgrg%TéustT@gmagpé,
for those who simply love Sri Krishna or Guyjarat.

aNE OdNA2dza to2dii DREL AT YRG0 %}"e;"%Ljﬂgm\fo“

e e oo s e = SNESD VE1S G K Srop2 By
' "t N> OGAOL ¢t 9ESNDAAS

Indeed to my experience, it has been aSubtitle.

common practice to chant Gita andh (KSN) LIZNIA2ya & dOF 5( Fyn R//l

memorize some of its verses or chapters, .
P Operation of Your Mir@ | YR W2 Ke

or, entire Gita ifpossible. But mostly, this
. e y . Forget or Recall Incorrectly: 5 Causes and
is found to be done by a mechanical

oS
o
&,
7
c
=
T v
o
-
o
3
=
o

Ojasi Sukhatankar

o

Q A =

i D%KTPar%%Q\)arEnfls'\ab( it

NHZ s8ociath Profdssof of )

| QLaw R undrafizd G A F& Al 4
Psychotheraplst

erapist, NLP . o

rame\er EI
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SOUTH AFRICAN NEWSLET

Exemplary role ofndian Womenin post-apartheid South Africa
by Devi Rajab

Given the impact of ove 160 years of indenture, racial segregation, gender2 KSy | 41 SRz &2KIF&G R2S8a A
settlement in South Africa, how have Indiansdiscrimination and systematic economic{ 2 dzii K I TNR Ol y LYRAFYKEZ
fared generally and, more specifically, howstrangulation, the role played by South spanned a posimodernist impression of

have Indian women contributed to the land African Indians in general, and theiomen dual continents¢ the smells and tastes,

of their adoption? Who are they and how in particular, has been exemplary. sights and soundsfahese worlds emerge

Y

i K

have they adapted to the various Ayid2 + 11t SAR2402LIA0 Td&aAzy

multicultural contexts of life in Afca? In embarking on this project to profile these jgentity.
women, | discovered manyinteresting

For large periods of our history in this personalities For South African Indians, India remains a
country, Indian women were largely place of cultural renewal; a place to probe
invisible. Perhaps it is true to say that amongwho are currently bringing us fame androots and go on holidays or pilgrimages.
their counterparts of white and coloured honour ¢ but, as importantly, others who Bojllywood films, music and, more recently
women, Indian women were the most WOrk unobtrusively behind the sceseto cricketes, are great draw cards of the

occupationally ~stagnant group under develop their communities, care for the 3 2 dzi K® {F NA &S LRGa yR LI ya

apartheid rule. indigent and prop up families. They are ourare sought after. There is no interest in
teachers, nurses, social workers andndian politics or history however. Identity

Though higher education records paint ahousewives, the true backbone of ourgng _allegiance are proudly linked to South

RAFFSNBYy (i LIAOGAINBIZ &dciby, Nbosg dantfibhitibris @rpattiod shé afifgh RY Q1

always translate into job opportunities or national good of the country. At a more

positions of high status. And although theyvisible level, | was particularly moved by There appears to be a very clear defimit

fought alongside their men in the several internationally recognised scientistsof a South African Indian. According to

Satyagraha struggles, the taboos of cultureworking in the field of HIV/AIDS medical Professor Fatima Meer, this constructed

religion and other societal norms kept themresearch, heading  multnillion-dollar A RSy G AG& KI & GAY0odzSR LYRALY

locked in the restrictive duties of funded NGOs to fight our scourge. Otherswith a sense of pride in their ancient culture
domesticity. excel in law, engineering and architecture; inso that far from developing feelings of
commerce,politics and the arts. Almost all inferiority, they cultivated their own bred

Postapartheid freedom has, however, these positions have opened up for women2 ¥ S Ky 208y iNRaAYEéDd | 25SOSN

allowed for a renaissance among womenonly since the advent of our new another view to this perspective which many
achievers in the Indian community, and thisdemocracy. They include, amongst othersof the participants in this project echoed,
piece is an attempt to tell their stories @n  the first Indian woman dean of the Faculty namely, the relevance of the replacement of
chart some areas of the development of of Law, Professor Managay Reddy; the firstace with culture. They feared that the
such women, from indenture t0 |ndian woman brigadr in the Defence assertion of an Indian cultural identity ava
contemporary times. It is by no means arorce, Neelambal Moodley; Deputy Vice national identity would interfere with their
demographic  representation  of their Chancellor of Wits University, Professor Leildrue place as fully fledged citizens of the
achievements, but rather a qualitative patel; the first woman Speaker of Parliamentcountry.
profile of contemporary women of Indian jn the ANC government, Professor Frene
origin Ginwala; the first Indian woman editor of While the older generations may still
N ) ] the Mail & Guardian and l@rly the City hurture cultural links with India, a new
In a small way, it ipossible to provide an pess  Ferial Haffajee; the first womanbreed of fourth and fifth generation women
élternat-iv? vie\{v to eraE Ralph Evllis-on refers Deputy M|n|ster of. Housir;/g,{ Ma%;ie bgrn ext.:lusively in the repuplhave no ties
uz Fa GKAGUZNRONT I YRy FanglsiiR 9 2 it Inflia other than adopting the popular
people wishing to forget their origins in their notion of culture previously mentioned.
cjesperatg need to be aS§ImI|§ted into theThe remarkable  aspect of their
O02dzy iNE 2F G KSAN I REhilldhRifst 1@ if Kdird mofdRiohRid WMdng ycannot speak an ethnic Indian
often reallts in people either filing away or sycceed despite being held down forlanguage though they may practise the
forgetting aspects of their past, and gecades. Now under the new governmen  fituals —of their religion ~with little
reconstructing new identities without a clue understanding of their context or meaning.
of their indigenous heritage. In line with this despite the threat of racial quotas, Indian Thoudr they consider themselves to be
thinking, some may dismiss the subject ofwomen are being allowed to blossom asAfricans, few can speak an African language
this piece as an ethnic glorification of never before. well, other than a local, muelvatered
women On the contrary, in this case, down kitchen Zulu, although many can
ethnicity may be considered a bearer of From my interviews with the various women speak Afrikaans particularly if they hail from
culture and an expression of historically Over a period of a year, | noted that all the provinces outside of Kwa Zulu Natal where
evolved memories through which individualswomen, regardless of age, profession,English is thelominant language that unites

give meaning to their worlds religion, political  affiliatia  or social gl groups.
standing, unanimously saw their identities
A saying of Rabindranath Tagore particularlyas being clearly rooted in South Africa. Interracial marriages between whites and
resonates with me. He @e said that on LYRAFY&Z LINB@A2dzat e NB&AGNR

each nation is laid the duty to keep alight its Even though many were educated and livedimmorality Act, are rapidlyincreasing as
own lamp as its part in the illumination of F @ N2 F R dzy RENJ I LI NI K BididR K8menNdreichddding Batt@R frofnt 6 & =
the world. Tagore believed that, through they still considered themselves as Southgl| racial groups.

participation and service, the citizens of a! FNAOFy yI (A 2ofetWedre 6 ¢ KAa A& 2dNJ K o
country have a duty to uphold the values{ 2 dzi K ! TNRAOFY TANAG Uikt Rtheit yhBthets)y idn  wbrie® NE ¢ (K S@

which are sacrosandb their country and to  claimed unequivocally. contemporary South Africa are pursuing
the global human family. In this regard, careers even before marriage. In fact, a
despite their debilitating history of career is now being viewed as augmenting
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2ySQ4& YIFNNAEFIS OKI y Odraogendoys commyirity displajm Sgls2duiiar the hot African sun has produced
today women are experiencing more stratification. more than a pot of tea for her masters. She
FNBESR2Y {GKIFIy GKSANI LI NBydaQ 3ISySNI (a2 yas laid the fertile foundation through her
becaug they are contributing financially to However, the Indian extended and nuclearindustrious efforts and mighty will to

the family on par with their male family structure is still very strong and it is produce daughters in the corridors of the
counterparts. More than any other force, this aspect that provides the sociglue for  highest institutions in the fad. From a 16

this economic practice has changed thethe cohesiveness of the community in whichyearold Valiamma who gave her life for the
traditional status of women considerably. ~ there is a strong sense of sélélp. Though cause, to a Navi Pillay who headed the

the divorce rate has increased dramaticallyynited Nations office for Human Rights, we
As a minority group, Indians were forced toin the Indian community, the support can proudly say that we are conquerors and

create their own world of temples, emanating from the larger extended family not slaves.
mosques, vernacular schools and residentiahnd community seems to keep the miity
living, by which they demarcated group intact.

themselves from others and created a small,
cohesive community. The changing status of Indian women over a

period of 160 years has been a remarkable
Now in postapartheid SA, as economic andjourney of triumph over struggle. In the Chairperson of
social opportunities arise they are creating aprocess a metamorphosis of great historical
new emnergent wealthy class distinct from a and sociological impact is clearly discemable,DemOcracy Development Program. She

working class. A once economicallywhen a grandmother ipgking tea leaves is also the former Dean of Student
Development at UKZN.

Dr Devi Rajab is an
award-winning journalist
and the author d several
books. Now she is the

Obituary
Leonard Dabydeen (1943022)
By Subhash Chandra

One of the young poets LeonardTetractys and Fibonacci Poenf2015),
encouraged, (Satyananda Sarangi) habesides ontributing poems to several
written in his poetic tribute: prestigious Online journals, such as,
Confluence: South Asian Perspectives
O poet! Freed frm mortal pain,/You may (| ondon),SETU InternationgPittsburgh),
not bloom on earth; MUSE India and others. They were
gppreciated by the connaisseurs of poetry
and the Editors of these journateld him
in high esteem.

These songs shall find a voice again,/Ami
undying worth.

(In memory of poet Leonard DabydeenHe wrote in diverse subenres: Nature

/1{\ * Sir) poetry, Tetractys (a syllable counting
.

Leonard came to Canada from Guyand0rm with five lines), short Haiklike

with his wife and children about twenty P°€ms which condense the essence of

five years ago and began life, suppatte life, etnd poetry of social epgagement. (To )

With Leonardgone, the world is poorer by his elder brother Cyril Dabydeen’j AUZ KS gNRBUS Ay dawl OAaYYE

by one perfect getiemant 6ot aSR Ay hidGrsbs (14 REQa QI AGEEG O L84,

And has been deori pfter sometime, he took his lfe into his > © z ¢ athy
prived of many songs o

love, empathy, and peace that were still ©*" .hands in the city of Brampton, racism cannot be dressed in any shroud.
. Ontario-where he has lived for many
to flow from his pen-- blessed by the

Muse! Today, when life begins at eighty,years' A prayer rises from my heartMay God

. . . . make more like you, Bro Leonard!
Leonard bid adieu to his family andReIocating in a different space and y
friends rather early.

culture is never easy. But he did The tribute by his elder brother, Cyril
. reasonably well. He became a License®abydeen, quoting Rabindranath Tagore
When egocentrism, arrogae, and leaal with Soci . 20 | dzR S Ui G2 VI NROA T
WEGGAGARSZOQ FNB 0K Eafa)‘?gs"‘gw' %‘“Slﬂ?’ Scey %”éay"?”i% : P dzRSY  lubera] vis2 y a
. . . i and “a Commissioner of Oaths andtouching.
with  his  altruism, humility, and

. Affidavits. He educated their three sons,
helpfulness  provided a  counter.

Exceedingly busy as he was with hisand made them worthy citizens of (Inputs by Cyril Dabydeen, a celebrated
) gy Y o Canada. Now the sons are mature adultsPoetwriter who has received several
family concerns and writing, he never

) s . . _ welksettl of tgem hold good jobg awards and honours, including the Poet
FEAtSR 02 NbBalLEyR al#\d%’the gﬁ@gﬁt@?&o ege‘;’g' P°2 24uRd of Ottawa and is highly
And his supportive words batsed the ' acclaimed across the globe).

creative confidence of many,

M€ He was a prolific poet who published two
included!

books of poems: Watching You: A

No wonder, he endeared himself to a vastCOIIeCtIon of Tetractys Poem012);

; . Searching For You: A Collection of
number and his admirers were countless.
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LONELY WOMAN FROM DELHI*
by Cyril abydeen

b 2 2ySQa KSNBEZ el 0@RK dAI BE & A &y 2Y dz2 § A O dzfNd dedid fdrebadingtadNBydad fossdridd w2

remembering, not forgetting. said next in his droll way. Like a speciatense of belongingwith a long summer
) ) invitation, or temptation-nothing less. ahead. Voices, accentike a new
Who are yo@ A tremor, it feels like. language | am hoping to become familiar
Memory and sensation, what | must copel dwell on it, expecting to meet real 4 x § K ® b2g LQY GSttAy3d K

with--like being in a frontier place. | look people here now, and expecting a newpgiament wiere | come from. No loud
at others walking, maundering alongexperience-indeed hoping to expand My car noises here in this city, you see. And

without a glance backia Y S @ I hgrizon. 1A @t@d8ntum- world traveller | oh, India with its millions who want to
come from DelhiTell them A passage am. But images of Old Delhi return tojeaye, it seems and becoming a land
way, like a new gateway. An arch of sky lime. Voices everywhere. Festivalsgyddenly empty of people. Laughter!

up, like crossing a new boundary line andbarades. The sheer bustle, helshelter.
marking out an emblem for myself on this People clamouring, riots at the drop of ag¢ ! N3 &2dz NBlI ftf& ¢gK2 &2dz &l

campus  ground. Here  in hat. Phutphutz G KS NA Ol &Kl gaQ RAAGAYOGADS
Syl RdzZX/ FYFRFES R2 8sfudd |efetydifiere. Cars  beeping, ~Y€S, Me.

ubiquitous. i )
Sheer empty spaces adlround, in this a | declare myself wh forthrightness,

y I G A2y Qa CafiRbaJohi Ednaa Slum dwellings, do you see? A gaudyPeing who | am. Distinctive, not
a2y iNBItQa y2i NIbbking hus hurfing 8bwn the streét ayith defensive.

2N 02XK2g FENI I gl n hangin th hi
¢ By e J 6 haénian hanging out at the edges by S--We are, well, indeed multicultural. See,
shitsleeves in the scarce wind. A cam

LOQY YENLIAY3 2dzai I JakdSftblafs. MBrd pofitiod, 3 Y@/gugyglopg here.
with a summer to kill, not to remember dzii {NETSHE42NI Wi 204 521

more about here on campus. And in myBut | am here now in almost pristine | ] A2 xR
YAYR Al A& , donirfolion.Q durrodndiigs) f e  bright air that | Ay@Syiiy3 | R ysSe _ %LJI 0S ¥2N

- ) - ) Ydau FSSt e2dz o0St2y3aXAT
Tintinnabulation. Not ever a land empty breathe. Now hoping for the right words,

gFyYYyFEoS AYYAINI yide
of people! or asking someone to speak to me if onIy
But | am here now. and peomlaeal Wlth.a @screet, or ditant, voice-a new | gt the image go by, for this is not thek
peom longing in me because of my forlornness.gapha in Delhi. | force myself to hear

people-l want to meet, and to get to PR 3
1y26% TALS LQY I OO dzadigrext SiMasial Mdsgue soyiduherel 2 N3 P21 0Savool tt (KEG L@

just reading books in the university else now, see. And the Hindu temple IWIthOUt my forlornness. Let it be the echo
. . . of a past life lived as | try sustaining
library, alone. Could | have been the prayed in. Ganesha, | call out4ooping mvself and mv soirit. And oh. | recall the
UN, like my fantasy as | wanted to tellfor a real friendly voice. An avatar. | hum y y spint )

Professor Raj, my mentor? words to myself. AUMt Creator of the quds 2y UNE ? S.a d2NJ whead TN
. " written on a plaque, bringing me back to
universe. Let the deities come to me

Now my being anoutsider here, even \jshnuBrahmaShiva: this triumvirate, as Indian selfh K Y X{ 4550 hKY®
with a newimmigrant impulse or instinct, | ook up at the Canadian sky.
or a refugee sensibility from long ago.

Mind-space, oh. And Professor Raj But where are the people in this town? +Thig story was a shotisted finalist in
had insisted that | comt Canada: words / | NI SG2y | yABSNHEA & lstaRds I%t@rr%ﬁo){aﬂ Fbgﬂs Bdidh S
uttered without finesse, but with a sense this summer with Wry faces, more droll (oniest # 15.

of urgency. expressions.

END

i . o Cyril Dabydeen taught writing for many
dadzad L NBIFEfeKE My atempt at familiarity as | force a years at tre U of Ottawa, Canada. He

) L AYAt SoPPgAGK GKS aSyofl yOS wrick ladjudiéatéd ¥y Qa
G, 2dz KI 89S y2 OK2AOSfks. vYes, my long jétlack hair. Real F2NJ I'FyYFRFEQ&
foreigner am 1? D2JSNYy 2N DSYSNIfQ
Award for poetry

and for the Neustadt

International  Prize

for Literature (U of

db2 OK2AO0OSKE
Almost like fantasy: he smiles back at me
Serendipity, yes. In my imagination only.
Someone with authority, a member of
the Canadian Parliament | look at in thisOklahoma).

capital city with a sense of his own
But where must | really lreif not hoping . Zce hlsty fide. More | coniure b in m He last read flash fiction at the
for some kind of selfealization or SP P ure up in MY,y ersity of Vienna. He was nominated
ilumination with the Indian in me in my fantasy and wishing to know about (). o Pushcar Prize *Prairie

b .
markedout spaceFemale, yes. LIS2 LY SQ& 2NRAIAYAZ dyfpned Y4 e Néb?agkgy”m R U1 DS
peoples. Algonquins, they are called.

Tribal peoples in Indiatoo, like our
common meeting point, do you say?

Inner nervecentres, fibres. Go West, not
the East | am accustomed t&o there,
nowhere else.
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Short fiction
The Undead
by Sunil Sharma

QI NE 82dr 6dzdKE G2 KFG RAR 82dz 3aSSKe¢atLSNKIALIEOdMNAREza @ NBY S GAEE @
’ wise guy, a famous psychiatrist, has said thatvonderful friend who died suddenly of a
dreams carry their own symbolism. | massive heart attack in the early morning.
The voice, although familiar, was a bit
hesitant. Ol yy2i NBYSYoSN) KA a Datedif dicheyih MibdbFetiuarg 83. ARgleR
KS 2 1 Ay GKS RNBI Yikrdery day that cleared substantially later
Who is not on a working day? But certain on.Therd SOI YS &adzyye d¢
calls cannot be ignored. GL AlBS KAWE GKS t2216R Ay NBLE® W2OAlt df
| was stunned. Not for nothing, we call him
Gb20d 0 saldpdidly, GaingBEMyL, o 3 p s fa21 a8 &EPFBAPAWHRIPGREMOY. 4 4 NBR ©
junior with his account books and ledgers,
shuttlng out everything else from mind for o L V\?%-%s being recalled by an 8gearold
this call. 4,84z KS RAR® b2 OKI
. Y A x Ao erson to me over a londistance call from
a2 KFad SfasSKée
Ghaziabad, my native town.
2SSttt AG A& 2RRH¢ ¢KS @2A0S8S sla t26 | YyR
diffident, like a man emerging from deepd2 S 6SNB aAdiAy3a Ay . Ké & 4 klél'éﬁK fAYSR dzd 6AGK
shadows into the summer sunlight. the books. Discussing things. Afterwards, we'
went out for a walk into the countryside and
. P ‘o stopped for a cup of tea at a roadside stall.d , Sa3X aAANX [AAGSyAyIodé
2 K| A A A ) 9 .
a? Kb UKed eyes wandering over the \"g'u's ;48 s K& aG22R dad | yRXE
pile-up of the files on this manic Monday
morning in Mumbai. aL Or¥SHdakKEG €148 | FUSNY2:2
GXGKSYyKe RAaSY0O2RASR @2A0S at iRz a!
G126 aK2dA R L Lidzi AGKE GKS ©@2A08 a2dy Rlﬁ’r%' the ”"erTH'”r‘I’O”r ;;vsvredEk\)/erytrlnr:F "\VA"’,‘S
unsure. G{ YAt SRZ aK22] KIyRAa P??? L}el\‘f‘ Y- 0% s
Lo - Stood there in small €ircles, w |Ie e pyre
thin air. | Wokg up. W|tr1 a start, still feeling l{?'cpgg“t by your elder brother. You had
at £t SrasSs 32 KSR 2KK"I-aﬂ L‘{Pl[-s‘laéséy Oz é\zyél-Ytef Ng%mtoashell Dreyed, you watched the
dzL) a2 Sk NI eké rites being performed and fire lit up. After
| remained silent, the details sinking in. that we bowed our heads, washed our faces
L, oA « ; « _ PR e and feet and started moving away from the
2SSttt az2yxz AU A& l02dzi &2dz2NJ RI RpE 5dINVAVI IKFOS AFeAva F FTAVEE
G{GNI y3ISKE 0 dzNYA Y uz arery y
a5k RKE a2 Ko G Ke G9BSNE RSGFAt A& GNHSHE L 0§
L . . . hi lit Il
PP G, 2dNJ RFR GA&AGAY3 9’\’%'5 Ay ], geqel dipfanty et S¢o N
a1 ye toNabaaSoNsome old will lost U KTY ©P ©SHNEKE
n¥f2dzyR F3FAYKE L &t AIRdZ d,fl" dz3 K A Vdabq’h (i GCKSY e2dz KIR OFdAKG d) 64l
n .?e. ' I was intrigued by the report of the thin legs and said, look uncle, how lonely he
ab2s y2iaKAy3a 2% GkFUTHRyRse AG 02y Ay dz8léess on his buming bed! While striding, |
NEfAO FNBY (KS LI ado aLd A& Fo2dzi | RNS Hogkedback. He indeed looked lonely, slowly
G{ dzNLINR&AY3IH |1 S @A aqoihg upym fiamed gnto & ydarkgsiBhe 2 gy
. <A FILYAf@KE L &l AR® & h RoRlges fire punctured the gloom of the early
a RNBF YKE night and cast a glow to the brooding trees
cKS 62108 L dask by RVETRER LE gk RSN SNE
4,540 | RNBI Yoi - y yy oL
G2 KFd 1AYRKE apparent reason. Never thought of rhi N ) . . L . .
Imagine, talking to a dead friend after more¢, S&%¢ Y& @2A0S gla UKAO]
than three decades in sleep, then waking upt OOdNI G SHE
GL al g &2dzNJ RFR Ay Yahd Rensbribering the conversation. 1
UK2dzaAKu L Ydzad akt N;Sd M K,g\l_av ﬂéle ﬁéﬁ gga{zmﬁ 2 va& OK.
a2 KEdKE L FfYy2ald aK2dziSRO® a5k RK¢ puny teen then. Pakaced, awkward, shy.
| could hear a laboured breathing over theYar dad would say, my youngest child
A . |g\,me remains a scared kid in his simple heart,
G,sao L 1 v Bedyeak T84Rbry always living in his own fantastic world. How
KAddzNE® . . : would he survive the harsh realities of life?
| tried to segrch for the right wordgiWhat 5 R 614 Y2ai 62NNRSR | o2dzdi &

L A N Bl a
Oty 08 G(KS YStyAy3a 2F AidKE
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My eyes brimmed up, listening to this voic
from a tme no longer alive. A caring long
dead father was getting resurrected before
me in this cabin on the 20floor of a posh
building in south of Mumbai. Colleagueg
were bustling around with files. Some were
sipping coffee, trying to rerient to the
pressud 2F GKS RIE& AY

Gl 26 O2dzZ R &2dz NBYSY
YdzOK 2F Of I NAdGeKé L

GLF e2dz t20S a2YSo62H
oAt t NBEYSYo SN SOSNE
G.dzi &2dz KIF @S | LK §
SEOf I A Y Sdddys web 2adnoteven
NBEOFEt ¢gKFG 6S GdS A
GeKEFG A& NARIKGO tS2
But | cannot help recalling things that]

happened half a century ago. The event
02YS 061 01X dzyoARRSy ®
G2 K& RFERK 2Keé y2i &2

at SNKI LidZadK2SNIAYES @ ¢

Undead Is it possible? Can somebody bg
dead for some, and, still living for some
others?

a[2y3 YSY2NE Oly &S
OdzNa Sdé ¢KS @2A0S Of
Gl 26Ké L aiSRo

4. tSaary3 o0S0OFdasS ez

Curse becauseoy are living with people
with short memory. In fact, you are pitted

I3 Ayad I YA3IKGE F2N
G2 KFG A& GKFEGKE L Ay
G9 NI &dzNB dé
G 9 NI & dz2NBKE
G,S5ad LT SNI &dza® byh

everybody, a man with a long memory is
doomed member of such a societyAn
2RRAGE D ! GSANR2 ©¢

Just then, | got a call from my boss and | ha
to terminate the conversation but it lingered
on in my mind throughout the day. He was
right---the man with long memory.

It is indeed a punishment remembering
things in the land of forgtfulness
author with 23 published

1
N
books. He is, among others, a

recipientofthe UKo 8 SR 5Sad Ay
inaugural Poet of the Year aware2012. For
more details, pl@se visit the link:--

Sunil Sharma, PhD (English),
is a Torontebased academic,
critic, literary editor and

http://www.drsunilsharma.blogspot.in/

Fake Alarm
By Anjana Sen

(Written in April 2020, when Covid had arrived, we were in lockdown, there was no testing,
and we were advised via the BBC to isolate if symptomatic)

| have gone into total hiding since Friday afternoon. As in, battening dowinhibatodréng

down, bunker style, in my bedroom. This is because | developed a mild fever on Friday morning.

Plus, an asthmatic wheeze and a general body ache. Woke up feeling wretched.

At first, we put it down to our-lergawalk on Thursdaychvinas fun. We visited Pamel
(before anyone says anything, Pamela is a friend in her eighties, who has been asked

Romeo and Juliet). Later wkeddurther to goggle at the big houses in Whitecraigs
returning home.

The wheeze however, remained persistent, and instinct kicked in along with the prim.
of protecting my family.

As | said, | brought myself into this roond, draldms at everybody else. They were a

to shield by
the government. So, we walked up to below her flat and she chatted to us froraengr balcony

efore

ry objective

ad

dismissive at first, but played along, and then it became serious as my fever refused tp break, and

the wheeze was constant.

It still is constant. But | have lived almost all my life with this coetismeaay of telling

whether it is The Virus which has invaded my body, or just my usual asthma brought abput by spring

pollen.

We will never know, | guess. The only way we can tell is if | get worse and need to be
That is not goirghappen, as per my plan. | am going to fix myself here in this room.

Because going to the hospital is a definite No No!

It is not much of a hardship here, and | remain hopeful abmpasgdgliarantine ending in

a week. Because | am in atifabbunker, looking out into my pretty garden with all its spring glory.

Pl us, | have the worl ddéds best butler/ m
have ever experienced in angtéivéhotel anywhere in the world. Thepdtdited me with
kindness yet, but hey, itds only Day 3!

| have my laptop here with me, my iPad, phone, books, Bose speaker, and the interng
and things appear magically on a little table placed strategically outside my door.

Besides, everyone knows my husband is The Best Cook in The World. He has upp

since the recent series of Mshesl bt an@ heesiiouts
6Serviced every time he | eaves
of his excellent udon chowmein
guess the good China wik ha wait.

last nig

At this point in time though, fgood Chi

As for my brilliant little maid, she descends from her tower like a gentle little tornad
about, cleaning and washing and making our home morthaaritispitals. Poor kid, in he
zealous efforts to do everything as befits an OCD person, she sprayed bleachewn hel

hoodie.

Apologies for forcing you all to read such a long post when you probably have other
(wink wink). Justathg ht | woul d share my woes, for

Why should | suffer alone, eh?

The Real Thir'(glritten in May 2022)

somet hing
ht .

ai d

hospitalised.

doubl e

t. | have the
loveliest esuite and everything | could possibly need. | have only to ask (via texr)er lung pow

d his game
now h

nao b
and whirls

brand

wha't

outside
Shame

is cre
my

it

ecomes

things to do

theyor

There is no way you can NOT know if you have the C Virus. | know that now, after contracting it on

the 24th of April 2022addy two years after the above piece was written. Ironically, at
unmasked outing, as per government regulations.

my first

It was a brutal attack, showing no signs of gentleness. This time | was alone, with my husband
overseas and my daughter in Univdssitpmpanions for the 12 days were paracetamol, olbas oil,

otrivine and food my friends/neighbours brought me.
A month later, | continue to tire easily and have a residual cough.

Give me the false alarm version any day.

May-August2022
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Rebirth of Perception:
I wS@PASE 2F { KS| KIDNMIGKISINENME DS 0 & 4@ 103
by Basudhara Roy

From a collection of poems curiously titidthe the warp and weft of a rare fabric of the co conclusion/ about those things/ which we

FernDlF G KSNBENE QI ! & X8 0A NbdieBnghatibniof existence. As inhabitants of 38y SNI f f & (1 SNiifds the e a WLY | %22
expectations are indeterminate. How do ferns, the world, our sense of begnis determinedby 6f AYRZ GLINBKAAG2NRO | yAYLFfé (K
one muses, feature in these poems? Does thethe other beings; animate and inanimatethat G KS a1 &k +FyR @l aldySaa Aa Ada o
6221 SYo02Reé | &ALISOAlItadzdMRR dayAR f &ARE L Pa YadyFA¥FRI | LI GKS /EAFTFQT a&aGKS

are these reflections of the more universaly SA AK6 2 dzNR y 3 Y2 dzy | A y Ankiety Gwimitlie Pabdd@mic@adyits mizlv togiRl
nature-lover who is irresistibly drawn towards before a decision concerning the self is madef 22Y I NBS 2@SNJ (KS&4S LRSYa®
the profusion, spontaneity andensity of ferns Ly W¢KS [AfSa FyR I | 2i&3Z 90&8QIY2dzy ENRBEE RNA Solarday
Fa | O02dzy i SN} 3Sy i (2 & BHRAghhtyaOnRd 36 $hyltit bah crodtint | A & SK
the morning, full of noise/ of the lilies and a This is a time of knowing toounh
2 AyRAY3 2ySQa o4& -oneKNRBREIKP WKEKSEEOSW@A G {oKetteldoxe oldgathA y = ¢S #Sa G(KS
poems that this book encloses, the readersights and sounds of both energy and entropy,and drawing a chalk line around yourself;
realizes that in the company of words glory and bereavement, antiquity and now you are a continent
manoeuvred with deft artistry and an intricate modernity of the city of Calcutta io a poem of

poetic design, tb experience of reading will, Ly WwW[2348Q3 GKS LSO FGdSyYLa
always and by far, exceed expectations iSYyRSyOASax 2F o06SAy3 lft2yS¢
Resolutely but noncommittally, The Fern ySO0Saaaie 2F aalyraldldArAzyéo Ly

DI § KSNBNA Q invitasa 2rdrj |aitdh Py
participation into a way of being, belonging and
arranging the self around a world that is
animated withsentience, emotion and vision.

declaresca L Kl g8+ E KganMR oNBFGKE |

ir1Sa OFNB (2 ¢6FaK yYyR RNE KA
GKSe N3 Ye RSIR TFI10Sa F2N i
above all, what distinctly renders this collection

a firm testimony to the spiritual upheavals and

the philosophical crisis of the Pandemic is its

layered reflections on the idea of home, the

enclosed domestic space, the uses of solitude

and the dimensions of sleep. Being forced by

the new normal to turn things inside out,

Banerjee stations his subjectivity on the other

side of the telescope to lockt things minimally

and within the wider web of their connected

ambience.

Contrary to what the title seems to promise, _ 3
ferns do not so much mark these poemg ek, b }‘
physically as metaphorically. Textured in anfl ~ *™«H@asen

through the tenacity, ubiquity and joy of ferns
is the multifarious and muliayered life that

we live every day. The daily divergent pattern
of longing, love, loss, sickness, nostalgia, A
memory, displacement and death are puf ;
forward through the metaphor of fern / &
gathering, offering an organic understanding o| The

KS 022104 &aLANIGET LKQE 2aPaoreGathererg's a

Sekhar
Banerjee

Y

In many ways, therefore, to readhe Fern

Association DI G KSNB NE Qis to gt 2004 ietieat2 y
To me, the compound worldview that this ISBN 9781-9509004-4 % into a different mode of consciousness and
collection offers is, ferlike, generous and Pp 103 Rs. 299 = living where the self is an additive of all the

LAYyFGSo /SydNIt (2 {&dddhdeMidss ahdeSpiRys SQa L2 SUADRSNEQ (KI G AdNNBdzyR AlG® 2| f

is an ontological borderlessnegs freedom of landscape of these poems is an exercise in

being. His is a world with no hierarchies | juxtapose my relatives with each tree that hasMindfulness  and compassmnate attention L
between the living and th@ortliving, let alone  gj1en gKSNBEo6e SHOK W2iKSND Aa ARSydA
between species or humans. Characteristic ofjefending a _house, an idea, a city or a2 kin of the self- the fern-gatherer whose

iKSasS L1SYa FYR 27 gdydneMNBSSQa RA&GAYOUA Diflentity is, like the fern lovirg gathered,

perceptlon as a poet is his deep comprehensmnas ordinary soldiers always do always compound, composite and plural.

2F GKS Syily3tSYSyida 7T wakhifeSaRes anki Hylaned & Salcliy R

inanimate spheres and his use of a diction ofIssue Deep in their philosophy, penetrating in their

thoughtfulness to establish patterns ob|tuar|es for an undiided family intellect, addictive in the languorous sonority of

AAIYATFAOLGAZY YR NB( f[)rlé\k,@ Yeddirbe Fne at-dfitaphta & NikiZdictio§ and vigorous in their faith, these
¢dzi2NDa / NBgaQz GKS @l §NB & A BERS | B By 25+ alpksthsowill b ptaychiys empraced; eggh time 5 ¢ mm
JLtFrE@E YR (KSSedRE @S%y,lg))s A& az2yS the self iscurious to know the world it lives by.
wi2vStSaans GKS At A UgkMbBionchahtfh Dad @eY VI Y0 dzt A&
K2 gt G2 GKS LI &3INRE R ¢K SNBNTHA dsr;sfo%s
and freckled sky sleeps with the stars,/ planets
and the core of the galaxy/ like a homelessNounshed by a deeply empathetic vision,
FLYAt2e® Ly W{AIy [FyIqIR@sshiS Alva Sl 20 Nl Bad
awarenétd 2F fATFTSQa RS LG G N
A path is a child of a road; it understands the| . N} R2E S © |_ Yy WeKS /L d‘ ol

Basudhara Roy teaches

English at Karim City

| CHlége NJafilbted K S Y SF
'Stiothan! Y R Urivédsityl S

! &?aﬂb}%ﬁ 'Nﬁtﬁor I go NI K

need CONRAR3IS Aa aiKS FSSRAYD B a OArGae @
to follow the family [SGOSNE Ay w[SGGSNI {2 NESF y°9 G '3”3 0% Boem?\lé’er WSSt ss y s R
It ambles in a forest in spring A S5L) LG yrakdéo Ly YRS [eglared inGPW. The BiRg Gope o ¢
tocomeback? | KAIKGlI 2Qa I NIEH GADBING | vo gersidtis botha REWEW( kldve NAMiIrRa Lucy  Writers

the autumn sets in womb and cemetery and a constant guardian toPlatform, andThe Aleph Revievamong

True to hi d f th GRSIR ad2NASa¢® Ly Uthers. She fovesJadbéls, waltdsSand |
rue to his compound experience of the organic® 2 v |j; NRE2Y 2F (GKS &S¢ ,ev\gfxfpolﬁ JamsHe ulkd Jffhl%lhaﬂ@i Gk
GyAGe 2T GKS 62NIRZ . chofhE BGA rehdhiY But %5 98 VS &

India.
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ON THE BRINK OF SURVIVAL

(Inspired by a phone conversation)

by Shanta Acharya

Accustomed to spending days in quietRussia, Great Father of the Fatherland etc.comedian playing President in tiServant of
contemplation, mylandline phone startles why does he nbfight like Peter, the Great, the PeopleTV series, would emerge as the
me with long, loud rings. The sound of anand not send youngonscripts to fight his realhero& G KA & 61 NHQ
ambulance rushing though the street war? All leaders who start a war must be L . i i .
outside my window merges with the sirenof F 2 NOSR G2 FAaakd FNRYPL FSSt a2 alR dfd 0 RRNRAYFN
an air raid signal on TV. The news is from 5 _gone out the evening before the invasion
Ukraine. Weltl1Aay3 2F 02 y a O NJhdtJbelieving anKaftakkSwas d@nsiyhent orll 2

Tiananmen  Square were drugged,Ll2 8&A0f S®Q ! yel &aléeao
Wi @S {FAy&aodzZNEQa RARypnstsedatdmed itk @lingon@ine3.KISR . 3 -
delivery man whol G G+ O1 §R & 2umeltand tfede d@nscripts hagn A RSWXHRSY 61 NYSR 2F adzOK Iy Faul
voice tells me she has not recovered fromAnya paused, before breaking into aunderstand why NATO has not intervened?
COVID. coughing fit. Whylis Ukaine not a m?mber if'AIbania, X

Qauz2yAl s FYR [AUKdzZ yAlF | NEKQ

{6AGOKAY3 2FF GKS ¢xWl L] WHBAX eydzP?L aBNVSBS MBF ARSIl ySSR G2 oS ]
The police want witnesses. If there had beerRNHzAI SR G2 I ddF 01 @ {H SO] degnNe 2at RBK S gRNELIdzd § oA U
2yS8s g2df R L KI @8 0 Sditatked riraifor 6 réaBok, @o provocation. €nlightens me.

Women are killed all over the world by their

Wit AYé(‘JdZI}LE 03 Ydzad Y|pam%rs.|. Md?ab(%éld%rsrbs%o@ded" %B‘PWdZéé)\P Faar OI a ' 'ITNFAYS 06801
g2dKQ {KS l&alao DSYSN}f 58 8NRa zNRsMHAEOam")P?f'fa”%r%’éf%'ﬁﬁal'w%? Ay GKS
) _Jallianwala Bagh massacre. If only they ha{pemvber _pecause VOf RUSS'{’," Thls s
I‘_Phle brL.use has ttt:]rne'a bluc_e (ajmdll?/ellct)\:v,tpalnnot followed orders, turned their fire on NA R A O dzf otdeénHoRdedpairf S U
ingers in sympathy. My mind will not let me : : .
- T yer instead. If Russian conscripts anq.l'I AL .
LA N - - L _I| Sb&Hh@ has t done. Th
sleep, rag e injust 52t RASNE NBTAAS G2 FTAIKD taiayos “TENI™x LF
sleep, rages against the injustices of they fRA N dzs é{{% ‘% %I
42NI ROQ L NBLKE® IAGESNRE YSyex L LI dgid, '%,\%N?}F\g ion” o the Bidapest .
Y 2' NI dzy aKla & & dz2NBR '

YhdzNJ 0 2 R.7\‘S az _\.(7\ .)/ Ra Z! yéé g dzfé{?'j S IEJg\‘ ®7§)f Z%Fé&l‘ﬁécﬂ Qs&\@rfaign San? ﬁtef,rr'ttoxiexlf gnteﬂrigll in
memory of every injury and |nju§t|ce. Thecolonising Ukraine. You know, Stalin jailed,leXCh?nge or he'[ nuclefar arsen:?I. RlﬂSSIa was 5
way we remember 9/11 or @hanmen deported and killed teachers, writers, artists, AAIYylFrU2NEOQ yél SELX I Ayad

Square, the destruction of Grozny or,,.. o L
thinkers, political leaders.  Ukrainian 45 there no honour left among men? When

1E S XQ
churches were destroyed. Thousands Weregood men and women do nothing, it is the
jsent to labour camps, childn went to

2AGK JUNFAYS 2y 2dzN QA AT Kavés G g &endahe UK has a Jo to agcount for .
@2dz2NJ Y2 (i KSNKQ wadza a y a u 0> rflstah rﬁgneyu RuRdered i Ddr acépl){aﬁ a

were starved, the dead and deported LINEA SND SR Ay i NHza G Fdzy Ra o
Anya is Russian, lives in London; her mothe'€Placed by Russians. Why do you think ity &' YRSy OS 2y wdzaailQa 3Ila |
in Moscow. was so easy for Russia to annex Crimea Ne of predatory ma grooming young girls

W2 KId AYydlFarazyK ae YHzﬂ[jMKnSKNi2 O2YLX FAVaA | a for prostitution. When will the. EU and NATO
am the one feeding her lies, not the state W{ dZNBf &> KS 42y Qi R S}‘Z\J%:ﬁrll\gﬁizéoc:;ﬁét?g?syﬁ‘?oIggs;?&%saﬁglesq’ Yo gsy
controlled TV in Moscow. My niece fled with Emperor Ashoka did not wrecko smuch AFONRTAOS OF yyftsmihbstﬁrcﬁto FaN) y2 0K
her daughter to Latvia from Dnipro. | used todevastation on Kalinga, my homeland.look ubon the enormous amount of pain that
buy my mother her weekly shopping and surveying the aftermath of his smlled abounZs evenyhere in the world aspservin
YSRAGAYSa® b2s L OF sl Rdisuishion Gigs redueed 96 f2y5 0 o ’
a2 (KSNI R28a y20( I al Pxeheds of pisenk Koy ONRRSJsY o 77 3
, A A o @A Ou 2 NE2 X I;!uf{la LR[GI-“%{tfgsxclr'itiganoirh, YIche my voice.
b2 Ay KSNJ £ (S vy na Hestugfiah lcaugied hy2hinktérngd Asfakas S R
asa judge in Moscow. Realising we would bento a Buddhist. When will Putin have aw); 5 t2y3 4 GKSNB A& LIAYS i
thinking the same if the BBC had not beerchange of heart if not a heart attackvhere v 3 RRt § 2F RS GK FyR RSadNHO
reporting a different truth, | say: is the justice in the death of Shane Warnegp, g the thought of that little girl born in a
o ., dying of one? How much damage will Putiny & A ¢ 3 dzo & | Bya saydzytlyiSgNad Q!
WCNRSYRa AY YeAO U S fallowbdto infic® e & frdotteh Jder A Yoth,
Russia no longer speak to them, they say 2 ay Al = {&NAI X , SYSys | FaAKlFyAradlyXx [ FyQi
Ukraine is bombing her own people andthe generals dispatch him in aBt tu, Brute WL OF y Qi KSf L) GKAYylAy3 2F |
cities! Nor dothey know that Kyiv existed coupk Q dead, dying, injured, homeless, children
before Moscow or thaUUkraine has elected A 3 . _orphaned, women raped; not forgetting
to determine her own destiny. Taking of Wb 2 2y S Oty 3SU  Of gdygungRYs3idHS Etumihdhom® i HdBy
gt 1Ay3 GKNRdAAK (KS Razmiil kbpd cagtiing £QWWX he isolatepags and those who will return traumatized _
. R ~ . KAYaSt¥ Ay KA& RIOKk®: @g,n{@eq}_L e2dz NBYSYOSN
WIS NIBYAY Rahus¥dad veh@ beaf €thaSrigiculous conference table? Did you
me, raped me. Even after we were divorced| y2 4 { (Il f Ay &l & ¢pdh cMy Whayé,fcbp tinggiiAnya arps&y faredell
heAsaidvl beAIopged to im. | felt unsafe unti] K2 ’)“ﬁ IS NJ il Kby YSKQ !y &hdhdng WpI KA o
KS RASR 2F | Yl aaAadsS KSENU lddl Ol ®Q
o . wwnStSyatlee ra yz2id drftfsyr odzi KSQa + RSOSyid Yiyo
WeKSNB Aa K2LIS UKSY Ip&er, lthe &reak, ®all 40t handécme, dvhsy U a U 2
make Russia great again, Benperor of Al 6 NHzii I ft ® 2 K2QR KI @S (Kz2daAKiG ®»StSyaleez |
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Interview
Shireenlsalspeaks to Firdaus Gandavia
About her experiencessanimpresariofor over40 years

Q. How did you create your interest in without humour ¢ comes to mind when a A. Very early in m career, | developed a

Indian music and dance, given your earlyParisian cab driver refused to take the boxpersonal interest inCarnaticmusic ¢ along

training in western music? containing theveena in spite of assurances with the Hindustani tradition¢ and was
that it was not what he thought: a coffin. He determined to offer Carnatic artists to

A. | was, indeed, a late learner. | discoveredvon the argument. | reall too the extreme European organisers and audiences. It

Indian dance, and through it, music, when Idifficulties in obtaining vegetarian food in became my mission to bring both traditions

saw the Jhaveri Sister perform the exquisited KS t I NA & 2F G KS Wrondpar laytiR whsythriBedo witnesd Ay dzt G A 2 y

al YALIzNA RIFyOS Ay ( khét haS follinaiely Mhprovad®oday. LThegelefforts @neting with considerable success.

struck by its beauty that, from that day were further instances but nothing that

onwards, | became deeply committed to could not be addressed through tact andQ. Your work with Uldased organisers

learning as much as | could of my richunderstanding; | wasafter all, that bridge increased exponentially after your move to

cultural heritage. between diverse sensibilities. London in 1990. How did your UK

experience compare with that in France?

Q. You have worked essentially with classical. Can you tell us more of your experiences

Indian musicians and dancers. Was this ain working in France? A. | was very surprised, in the early y&aat

informed choice? the lack of a mainstream audience in the UK.
A. | was extremely fortunate to have started Both organisers and audiences were from

A. It so happened, as explained above, that@ OF NBSNJ Ay CNJI y OS dthe ¢SkulhAsian n dommuhily, Wyhosa

my path to disovery started with the the golden period of Indian culture, enthusiasm and devotion to our arts were

classical medium. Working with classicakpitomised by the yeatong Festival of India heartwarming. However, there was a vast

artists when | settled down in Paris, Francen 198586. By the midly n &% L NXBnhifiskear$ Rudiéhéeloiit there waiting to

in 1974 was therefore inevitable. | did, India was not a passing fashion but anbe tapped and it was vital to work towards

however, in the very early part of my career, abiding interest. The French were capableattracting their interest. Today, there is

work briefly with a contemporary Indian of listening to a lengthywlap; there was no greater audience diversity, thanks to the

dancer and later,promoted two western Y SSR T2 NJ Ydza A Ol f-denisl Rfdordza &f Yinyniegabled orgaiser® and

classical musicians, with Indian connectionsand masterclasses  furthered  that artists.

in India, a first for me and which greatly understanding. | was also very fortunate to

enriched my professional experience, giverwork immensely with Radio France, one ofQ. Who was the most defining artist you

my early training in western music. GKS O2dzyiNEBQa T2 NBY2woiked2WtH, I ofie &viSoNBad the most

profoundimpact on you?
Q. Your work was that of an impresario. CarQ. What were the pitfalls of working with

you explain that fether? artists? Did you encounter clashes of egoA. Ustad Bismillah Khansahib, without a
situations whichjeopardised performances doubt! He was a deeply inspirational figure
and tours? in my life, both professional and personal.

A. My role as impresario involved What he taught me went beyond music, for,

representing artists in every aspect of theirA. Yes, | have encountered clashes of egm him, there was moral clarity. | continue to

European tour, from negotiating contracts between artists, situations  requiring remember, and be guit by, his immense

to overseeing visas, travel and hospitalityimmense tact in order to be resolved. | havewords of wisdom, even today.

details, providing that link between the also been on the receiving end of betrayals,

artists on the one hand and ,on the othe brought on by overriding ambition, | would like to end by paying tribute to my

organisers who presented the artists inunyielding ompetitiveness and an incessant¥ I YA f & ® 2 A0K2dzi  Ye

countless European cities. desire for recognition, which caused mesupport, working alone as | did and with
immense personal pain. Such incidentsvery limited financial means, | would never

Q. Your work was therefore not just were fortunately few, less than the fingers have achieved what | did. | owe higrand

confined to the two cities in which you lived: of one hand, so to speak. my immediate family- immense gratitude
Paris (from 1974 to 1990) and London (from and thanks.
1990 to your retirement)? Q. You mention the unique role Ravi

Shankar played in the developmentlaflian  The book is available:
A. | started, in 1979, in Parifllowed by music in the west. Can you expound onin the UK, at Amazon.co.uk. (link:
forays into numerous French cities. Verythat? https://amzn.to/3gDNeFD or directly from
quickly, however, | was made aware of the the author. Price: £7.85 + postage.

immense interest expressed by EuropeanrA. Panditji, through years of performing forIn France and continental Europe, at

organisers and, by 1984 and beyond, artistsvestern audiences, laid the foundations foramazon.fr. (linkhttps://amzn.to/3LBXuw).

were performing in Holland, Germany, the interest in Indian music in the west. Price: 9.45 Euros + postage.

Belgium, Denmark, Switzerland and th&,U Awareness and appreciation of our musicln India, atwww.pargana.com (link: JOY,

amongst other countries. was thus born and we have albeen AWE AND TEARSMy Association with
beneficiaries. Indian musiciarsincluding Sargam (parsiana.com) Price: Rs.599 +

Q. What were the challenges of workingthose who have levelled against him unjustpostage.

with artists essentially from a traditional accusations of musical compromigeowe

Indian environment in a western setting? him a profound sense of gratitude. Firdaus Gandavia is a Chartered

Were there culturerelated issues? Accountant ad has a PhD in English
literature from Mumbai University. He is
an avid reader and regularly reviews
fiction for Parsiana, (a magazine widely
read by Parsis from alver the world).

Q. What was the place @arnaticmusic in
A. Yes, there were situations where onethe work you undertook?
required tact and undersinding to bring
east and west together. One exampuleot
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In Conversation with Lopamudra Banerjee on her English
Translationof A K I LJdzNY' I 5So6AQa . | 1 dz Y|
by Meenakshi Mohan

A gender line helps to keep women not  finds herself in the politically volatle @ f dzZSa® b20G 2yfe& 62YSyQa f
on a pedestal but in a cage. MpOTNnQa . Sy3lt3I Ay b fabidnot sdciedy Beerdskdiluggddiie v R
Ruth Bader Ginsberg revolution, confronting the trasformed to the overexposure to western ethos, as
urban milieu of the twentieth century, the changs are documented through her
I think the emancipation of women and keeps questioning the necessity oflens. Torn between these conflicting
must come from insie. this transformation. Sy2iA2yas . 1df Qa ljdzSad Aa

Khaled Hosseini true meaning and essence of
Ashapurna, the author is known for heremancipation.

| came to know Lopamudra Banerieeproyerhial sense of emancipation in her

through our literary circle on  social yepiction of women in her fiction, and in MM: Could you reflect on the characters
media. Later | came to know her better yis she has been way ataof her of her mother, Subarnalata, and
when | wrote a review of her book, Allg x y 8§53 @ . dzi Ay W. | yrastimothel Sataba,the tahiefrersk | &
that Jazz which was publisth in the  ompelled modern women to think about of the feminist movement?

Confluence UK. Recently one of Mypne pygone generation of patriarchal
artworks found a distinguished abode aSyalues, the strange intersection between LB Satyabati and her daughter

3 i O02@SNJ F2NJ KSNJ oh%ra-éla ed e%?ir{ﬁlﬁatlorr a%d:‘)tﬁe abgs'gSubarnalata represent the fierce spirit of
aSY2NRAS&Qd [ 2 LI YdzR Nt freé\i@m Hegeﬂe?a’ffﬁ Iof‘\/’hlﬁeg nlwyfrﬁén in the face of tremendous
prolific writer. | read a few of her English\ hich Bakul find herself. In that way, it is oppression of a patriarchal society. With
translations of Bengali poets, and | am iny fictional representation of the life that their unique forms of protest, they both
awe of tre way she sketches the ethos, oshapuma has probably  witnessedhad envisioned and fought for &airer

emotions, and cultural semantlcs around her. world for their progeny, and perished
aSrytSaateod L 3INBS gAUK bl yRAYA { | KwizRtheir silent spirit of revolt. Together,
comments in the review of this they actually form the basis
6221 G¢KS uNJ)/aquxzy 2¥ .11 of the world in which Bakul
Katha is certainly a milestone - 5; éleAtﬂ'(EHnl;nnKpaémthlmé\ finds herself and the second
and a turning point in the literary ;fS Ashapurma Deb generation.
career of Lopamudra. This her 2 o
major contribution to translation e iz aay { KIFYLF X - b1 dzt
studies as well as to Comparative : ? modern, liberated niece, o
LYRALFY [AGSNI GdNB@E- Fldzk YEGKI O2YYySyuazr ydzasias UKsS
the final part of Ashapurna : €2dN) O2yauNROUSR @GAaa
580AQ4a YIFaGSNLASOS=2F - F-~0NAE 238 strange that you are so oid
Pratham Pratishuti, followed by ‘ f \ fashioned, being an author
Subarnalata and Bakul Katha. of repute. And you are

& labeled as a progressive
MM: Lopa, Bakul Katha ’lll” |||‘ ‘ ‘ ; Fdzi K2NJ FyR (GKAY]1SNHE
Tale of the Emancipated Woman s : o v Anamika aka Bakul as
is an intriguing story by liberated as Shampa?

Ashapurna Debi, the doyenne of

Bengali literature and recipient of the MM: Bakul Katha seems like a story of-B: Shampa and her aunt Bakul

Padma Shri, awarded by the Governmentvar and peace, agony and ecstasy. Bak@iomplement each ther in the various

of India. She seems like a liberatedd2 YYSY (i &3 aLy ¢ KA OWRYys el RgSERY arg prejgeted in the

woman herself for her time. Is Bakul place my camera to dégt an image of novel. The feisty Shampa breaks her

Katha a mirrorof her life? How much of this generation? In this same house,shackles and revolts against the double

fact and fiction is merged in the story? ~ women still care to cover their heads instandards of her familiar world by
FSAfa Ay GKS LINBa Sabgsending with flek Qorkigglass foves NBE X ©

LB: As you already know, Bakul Katha igngd then, in this same house, there isWitnessing the unabashed love affairs of

iKS trad y20St 27F &K ildeNebnRicipatel #ds SAMBRETDS Bakul tends to go back in time

of a trilogy, preceded by the Sahityapgrself? and is haunted by the memories of her

Academy awaravinning Pratham unrequited love with Nirmal, her

Pratishuti and Subarnalata. Cumulatively LB: Bakul aka Anamika Debi, the ygest neighbour. Bakul had surrendered to the

in these three novels, Ashapurna hasdaughter of Subarnalata remains apatriarchal whims of her family and

portrayed the life stories of three spinster and evolves into a famoussacrificed her love, while Shampa

generations of women, over the changingauthor, living in her old ancestral housecelebrates her emancipation through

rural and urban milieu in Bengal of thefull of the memories of a bygone revolting.

twentieth century. While in the first two generation of patriarchal values. On the ] _ _

novels, the two protagonists Satyabatiother hand, in her matured age, shea a Y 2KHEO0 sl a az ONHOAIt |

and her daughter Sunalata struggle to witnesses the boisterous, flamyant notebook? | see a mention of this in

find their rightful places in the universe girls of the second generation andseveral places.

amid oppressive patriarchy during the questions their spirit of revolt that often

British regime, Bakul, their successorborders on anarchy and decadence of
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[.Y . ldzE Qa y2iSo
YSGFLIK2N Ay 020K
and her letters exchanged with Parul, he
sister. It refers to her unwritten storge
revealed in course of the novel. As
novelist and author, she has written
stories of other women and men,
bringing the nuances of their lives from|
darkness to light, but her own life story
remains unwritten. The novel brings from
darkness to light heown story, through
the metaphor of her notebook.

MM: In this book about emancipation, |
see different characters who are liberated
62YSyz SEOEROD .H1d
Shampa; Madhuri; Namita, and Baku
herself ¢ what does emancipation mean
to them? Doedeing liberated bring them

fulfilment in their lives? What footsteps
is Bakul leaving for the future generation?

[.Y tif 62YSy OKI NJ
represent the diverse manifestations of]
the changing world of women as they
express their free willswithin their
respective families and the society af
large. Bakul herself, along with her siste
t I N3zt FyR al RK dzNJ®
represent the spirit of both resistance
against various power struggles of societ
and their eventual acceptance of the
contenporary world. Shampa, Namita,
Rekha and others from the next
generation continue to break their
shackles and revolt against the doublg
standards of their familiar world in their
own distinct ways.

MM: Thank you, Lopa! | want you to
know that your transdtion of this book

filled me with wonder, and different
emotions. | thoroughly enjoyed reading
your beautiful translation. Thanks for myj
signed copy. What are your future
projects?

LB: Thanks so much for the honor an
opportunity! My future projects inclue
another prestigious translation work, a
short story collection and a collection of
poetry and essays on my ethnic identity
Hope they will be read and appreciated!

Meenakshi is an educator,
writer and an artist. She has
published widely in UK and
USA. @rrently she is serving
in the editorial committee of
Inquiry in Education, a peer
reviewed journal for National Louis
University in Chicago

ELEGY FOR A BROTHER
--for Leonard (d.16.3.2022)
by Cyril Dabydeen

forging his own destiny,
he did-

the miracle of a life
lived

the moment of selfbeing
without the sense of
conquest or rivalry

a new world with

a new shape being
himself only
--nothing less

his passing, and with
words remembering
more in days to come

his closest family
held him dearest-
worlds being one
with a beginning
--now an ending

the sacred fire burning,
oh fire because of offerings,
telling you once again

2ol ®@ | dZRSY Qa 62 NRa
existence is believing we
know for whom we mourn

--and who is grieving
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Bookreview
{ dzl N¥adishiQgWords¢ KS W[ | y3dzZ- 3S 2F { A
YR W5SSL) {A3KAQ
Reviewed by Girija Sharma

TKS yS86 Fy(GK2f238 2F [CHIENAEYQE2LRI¥a oSy (NBG (CKEBI { | &l NBIE S 0aA ya (iNESY T y (K2t 238

Vanishing Wordshalf belies and half justifies penchant for the flora and the fauna. ! yOS&G2N&Eé Aa RSSLI & ANRYAO:

what the title suggests. As one reads poemda SY2NA S&¢ | LI NBy(fesgAimINT @& dXB2 RAEAMR IWSS RI N |

after poem, one is ensnared by phrases, imagedbetween a bird and a tree. The image of the! A LA NI (A 2y & ¢ O6THU FyR ayz2i o]

and symbols profound in their eloquent tiny bird, & G A LJG 2 S AiKedl In gearghKok SFLISOA S&¢ 06T00 O

silenca effortlessly gliding acrosshe quiet another form/ An oak, a chinar or/ Perhaps a

GNFAE Ay aiKS T2NBal RFSIH2INRA O @1 6 NMafNmsy Jrat t Afgr aniera@unierpitgahe ggilkléss word $fi 0 5

cancelled and there is no discordant not@ust ~ fascination with the trees and the birds alike. Nature where all fair things inhabit including

words in the purest symphony of silence.¢ KS WiNB$S LR2SYaQ ONE aanimalg pifdsandigsects,2onegsyolted @to ANk & v | NJ

Silence emerges as a powerful metaphor in thet 3 & $hé Chinar having travelS R & o Pgalgpess of the dreadful reality of an 5

interplay of images. Kashmir of peace, of strife/ Even through dzy ¥SStAy3a g2NIR GKSNE 0KS dal R
Al @1 yyF K 3 NI-TabdiaeRaganod Kd Nk O2yaGuS NSy 16 Rc OBAGE = |

Observing the images in the poems andNg | LILISE NRAYy 3 Ay | FNA O sandig pgem on Gogakhput, jtepss apart thea dzy i

{dANRdGEQa of FOl YR pEFEF: LbbYdbyIaL 2y adkygocrsy b pogers thatyl® e The hauaiing

leaves facing them, one is AYlF3Sa 27T iKS a¢Aye t

awestruck by the irrepressible n4 : = |' "' ‘" l | | l ‘l l“' deflating/squeezed  of  breath/

creative energy the collection Z ‘| ‘ " ' |‘. Shrinking, greying/ Choking and

exudes. Nature in all its hues g " l‘ ‘ | ' stifing/ The fading squeaks/ To

interweaves a spectacular aura - ! SFOK AtGa 26y | ANRAKAYL €

with the poet using both the E ] gt 6AY3 G GKS NBFRSNEQ 4
w

pen and the brush. In the very
first poem without a title, an
epigraph to the collection, so to
speak, the poet searches for the
Gldza YIFINl&aé¢ GKF
AAt Sy0S¢e KlFa yz
obvious that Vanishing Words
points to the power that silence,
when filed in for words,

long after they have finished

NBIF RAY 3 iKS L2SYo® a{ KI
58 GKE Aa ly Sljdz t ¢ @ a
comment on the Establishment. It is

a poem shocking us into an

awareness of the sordid spectacle

of death in the pandemic:

VANISHING WORDS

Ganga rebal her chest heaving,

suggests. o 0 gasping as/ the bug infested

monkeys mourn the loss of their origme human corpses/ float in pristine
¢KS @OSNEB FTANKG LI2SY dnotfer, thi Gee,5nbvi fruities, hdviNghibsén3 | NE waters/ As unconsecrated bodies/
sets the tone for many nature poems that struck by lightning. Not sanctified by fire/ No burial
follow. The still waters of the Dal reflect a still Y2NJ ONBYl{GAZ2YyXo . 2RAS4
mind making the thoughts of the poet - STAYYAY I GAGK GKS WiAISNI RFicasses fodnyl Osh@ranizédafd A Y 354
NI yaLr NByd Fa &kS zoBaigals, piginginsgste gtianke their way disgraced/ roling wild over

Odzo A& i Qak %2 NJd, gedn, Humdiky ®25 ¢ {t gD (NERA LR SYa® ¢KS FdzpisSbe®a &% mdzy 20 G NHza A 85
and even bits of white/and purple, /joined Presence of these living beings lends a pristine

together with/ affection, love, ingenuity to her poeticcanvas. The references The world of inequities stares us in the face in
FaGr OKYSyGaktA16a HyRURAAEREIEER e YR &420ASHXKS | KB YLISMYEMWEX OLRGWF d/ 2 2 dzNJ
DFRRAGAVE Aa | LRSY (&Hz i ForfT@BModisofl ®S &t DeyywBlyti 2y

The sharp images give way to a blurry muddlesimplicity of the Gaddi folk of Himachal, their the tyranny of racism, the poem invokes Derek

as the colours are diffused, while transparentg 2 NY R aSSYAy3a (2 O2yirNa@RIid Ry {XSI a3ASNIAMAG2NEES 67
iK2dAKGE 0S02YS a2 L) Ipldadng litlg’ IBmbsRpéeping Frénmbthe kuih of @ dzf G a¢ 2 F & hufd &nd hang® 6 dzNR SR

4 FTFANYIFGA2Y eSS GKS vy Stdirapgp@d/ ¢ 26Fo c G ©S ¢ K (Y 2(0866f tha hfazkiwoyiad dtheig Mack! sgfeams: andi

9t A2GAlLY AYIF3ISEAZT aL | OFy2 b Sk yi NzaKiSONR a BRNBI £#53 Nk UP e 8 NPK a2 FATKSANI | FNA
FYR GKS gKAALISNI 2T KISy areRwO ilakersi  ded @Y S & A yBK §I5S ABNIRENDS GLIIKNNR HE® B &S t | NR 3
YAIKGE 02YS 2dz2i 27F Y@ elopRaitKdny FayaBas dfENicdbaIdn héadipowerful invocation of Simone de Beauvoir

200A2dza G2 0S5 YAaaSRouXiykesiK$ KA #ME RN Y 12 $Y¥ NHldoa liStsdiof Iska, RhnieMpay Sylvial Flah

G/ 2aYA0 [ 2yySOiA 3ypitke YdlyWomglHdeath/ARegcamaNBto the/Heart and MayaAngelou.

images of the dear oneslong dead and of the forest/ Away from tsunami, / Away o

goner 6 dzi  NBI LILISE NA Y3 A from/Deinbn waids that/fedbtured hdcivilized { dZL NA G+ KH& RSRAONFGSR GKAa o022
moon. The image of the narrator, chomping humanity/with their cameras/clicking those/who are struggling to survive/ the

peanuts with her grandmother followed by that LJA O dzZNB & X @ £ 6on0® ¢K Q”SEQQHEOO{] {ii@?se e}aﬂd}\ EAV“::I /1052 of fieﬁfKS )
2F GKS Y2GKSNI | NB 2 @SNBKNEAYA W INY ait. KSHYNIEHSIR2 Y 82 i & fznB K S § NI O gfiyifingh Kga &@ LU
my father through those smoky rings/@uthat & LI Ay F YR t 2 @8¢ I aa colSEhe reagepto epl the worltigt isescaning R

emitted when he smoked his cigarette/ Waiting NB & dzZNNBOG A2y ¢ onno RSttt gnd e lah AE L§§dﬁj@\_ S B dzEky awas
for his beloved wife to pass through them. (70)f 2 §S YR o0SiGNI &8t f o -gU@ UG INOR t2082§ S g y2F bl UdNE®
YR fFGSNY daé& Y20KSHIS2 NNNIBSR A & A uledzagSN'Jédzt LJQ svz zKSNB GKS

fanfare/ Smiling, with her eyes twinkling/ 6§ SOK2S84a 2F OKIydGAy 3k {§ §sh 2y Pé"&‘?is%’ OfI NS

Alongside the blinking stars/ no cE)mE)Ialnts no I;JAA G S,R IA EN Y’ a4 a{KI B 2 ,, olrﬁ o‘?e§a(t: iﬁ&rﬁ

INBIyaod o1veeye K Sirdz ®INeNEONEAGS ¢ KS  zilyfardhe prey2 34 prgdgsh Ddiversity.

the feelings of remoteness and immediacy continues as the Lord of compassion looks on.
respectively.
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History

Napoleon and racism
by Charles Sarvan

Of the hundreds of books on Ndpon, Revolution had abolished slavery butretired or been discharged from the army

few dwell on his attitude to, and Napoleon reinstated that most cruel of from living in Paris and the surrounding

treatment of, nonwhite people. The 38adSYa® GwS1AYRE AWBF (ckSB OMNIzSFesagsayd &85

following is taken from The Black Counttraditions of slavery in thesugar islands, outlawed marriages between people of

by Tom Reiss, a biography of GeneraFrench soldiers tortured, raped anddifferent & 1 Ay O2f 2 dzNK ¢ 0L omT

Alexandre Dumas, father of the famousmurdered blacks in every gruesome waysignificant that such a man, one who had

writer whose works include The ThreeA Y+ 3Ay | 6t S¢ oL} 3S obetrayedd the principles of the

Musketeers and The Count dflonte Revolution; a racist is uncritically admired

Cristo. Page reference in what follows is~rancis Toussaint (174803), born a py so many: his treatment of black people

to this work. The portrait painting Slave, led the only successful slave revolgimply does not register. When General

NELINE RdzOSR 2y (KS damofemyWegerrglasion. AHe agdedipugas died, the pension duto the

the General but of his internationally Louverture to his namethe French word \yigow was not paid and the family was

famous son, the writer, in the uniform of Ot Y 0S5  NBYRSNBR | & pyfiddtopdviés (pa\éé<3§l) fks Rif@ 0 @

his father. On the orders of Napoleon, French troopsy g 2 dzf B a LIS YR G(KS ySEG RSOl
the emperor through every possible

Dumas was born in Haiti in1762. His channel for the minimum of support to

father was a white Frenchman of noble GKAOK aKS FYR KSNI OKAt RNBY
birth, his mother a black slave. (As Reiss (ibid).

comments, given the reality then, almost

all sexual relations between whites and Napleon and Dumas had been

blacks was rape.) In a life marked by comradesin-arms. Indeed, Dumas was a

precipitous plunges and heady heights, general when Napoleon was still a

the boy was oncedd into bondage by captain, and continued to outrank him

his father but was then brought by him to until December 1795 (page 196). Dumas

France and enrolled in an elite school. Tall believed in the ideals and principles of

FYR 6AGK aly FGiKEtSGAO FTAIAdNBES 5dzYl & kS CNBYOK wS@g2ftdziAz2y s GKA
GSRdzOF GSR Ay GKS OflFaaar0azr LIKAf 2a2LIKeagoal Was peonal power and glogyat all

YIYYSNES NARAY3IS RIEYOAY3 FyR RdStEAYVIIER Fye O2aiGe C2NJ SEF YLX
(page 10). Rejecting sl 6 K SNDa yI YSs KS clashed with Napoleon on the issue of
opted for that of his mother¢ Dumas, K2g G2 GNBIG OAGAtAlLYy&as 6
often signing his name not as Alexandre the treatment of women, Dumas told

but simply as Alex. Enlisting as a private

his inteli 4 outstandi tricked, captured and sent the hero to
IS inte 'gence an‘ 09 standing Cour‘rj‘geFrance | cite from page 311: This man o
led to rapid promotion in the army of the

) . ) . the tropics was thrown into a freezmg
Revolutlon, a revo_Iutlon n W.h'cme cold cell with dripping wet walls andfiae
smperely and passionately believed. A hat, on orders from Napoleon, was
Reiss observes, he rose to th? rank 0madequately fed with wood. His iron
General by the age of thidgne;

ding di p whil frame now huddled before the Iogs
commanding divisions and armies. ile  easured  out by the orders

Napoleon sought domination and .
Bonaparte. The hitherto unsleepin : -
personal glory, the ideal of Alex Dumas .o PINY Dumas, the writer, tried to have dasue

was liberation. intellect collapsed into long hours of q¢ ig father erected but without success.
coma. However, after his death a group of his
In Judaism Christianity and Islam there The secalled Directory governmerthat ardent admirers fulfilled that wish: it was

are stories of a persecuted person falling _ * = o T e 17908 i2 K2y2dNJ WGKSAND 6NAGSNI

asleep and waking up years later to find, GAYEGAGd SR K Sblind 2 f\eﬂweﬁ the (%eRe% The Oséa@ez

that the beliefs for which he had suffered ollshed by the Na2|s during tl elr
ellte secondary school. It gave the sons o

now had official sanction and popula 2t 1 @Sa GX6 %:gp%tlcn é’f Parﬁ;KlgapolsoQ I\Y\\fO%an
T2ttt 26Ay3Y ahK 0 Nf]ne%t Aeducgéng at ?m’g‘rw'ﬁen the havé applauded.
O{KF1SaLSI NBY OfarksS Eng%s%spe"a‘](m% wc%&' SC%” considered it

Napoleon that the law may command but
Pumanlty demands (page 195je also
2t R bl LRtS2yY daL o0StASQO

interests of France should come before
those of a man, however great this man
may be. | believe that the fortune of a
nation cannot be subdued to that of an
AVRAQARdzI té oHpnuL®

French ~ Revolution, the = Wordsworth crime ¢ black chlldren .o learn to, gggfjd his ;a’rjx;]a”n
gN\EuS’}\y AI- L2SYY %Blil?aéa oLaEUB Pl\tﬂ%&( Av-u and lPhD
RI 'Z’_y u 2_ O_S bEAGSE o su CH é‘mldren wgre unaélé[to @‘gny RE degrees from Univ.
potential UtOp'e_l intoa_dystopia _for school at all (p. 187). On the 20th of of  London. His
.peopl.e of colour: as Joseph Conrad wroti ay1802, Napoleon rémposed slavery specialisation
in_his novel, Under Western Byes, .. hag peen abolished by the Frenckwas Commonwealth
revolutionary successan mean hopes | & G2t dzi A 2 y o, 4 ¢ ﬂla/eryﬂ dLiterature. Now retired, he
¢IANBGSAl dzST & 0Si glecrgesl\r\épzoleon isstedadwt b&hning allves in Berlin, Germany
caricatured... There have been in every w.o o ang sqidiers gf colour who hagWith  his  Germamborn  wife,
NE@2f dziA2y KSI NI a ONR 1 SY¢ ¢KS a published poet
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